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A WORD vw 


SAINTS. 


The Former tending to the awaken- 


ing the Conſciences of ſecure Sinners, un- 
toa lively ſenſe and apprehenſion of the 
dreadful condition they are in, ſo long 
as they live 1n their Natural and Unrege- 
nerate Eſtate, j 


The Latter tending to the directing and per- 
{wading of the Godly and Regenerate un- 
| to f{everal fingular Ducics. | 
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John 3+ 1, 2, 3- 


, There was @ man of the Fhariſees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of 
the Fes. | 

. The ſame came to Feſus by night, and ſail unto him, Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God : for no man can do 
theſe Miracles that thou doft, except God be qwith him, | 

 Feſws anſwered, and ſaid unto him, Verily, Verily, T ſay unto 
thee, except 4 man be boru again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom ef 
God. 


CHAP. L 
je Expoſition and 


vations ariſing out of theſe verſes, 


Rom the beginning of this third Chapter to the 22» 
verſe is ſet forth the conference between our blefſed 
Sauiour, and Nicodemus In which are three things 
obſervable. 


I. A deſcription of Nicodemws, verſe 1. 


icodemus bis coming unto Chrift, expreſſed ver. 2, 

. The conference it ſelf, from verſe 3. to 22. 
4 Nicodemw is thus deſcribed, verſe 1. There was a man of the 
hariſees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Fews : He is here ſet 


1. By his name, Nicodemws, which is diſtin&ly ſet down as 


dr the truth of the hiſtory, ſo for the honour of the man. It is 

{ Þbſervable that in the holy Scriptures there is moſt care of ſet» 
ing down the names of goo@ men, that have in their life time, 
dme way or other, ſet forth Gods glory, and made themſelves 
xamples worthy of imitation.” For God will honour ſuch as ho- 
Mr bim, he will have therr memorial bleſſed. *- © 


2, By his SeF, he is expreſly ſaid to be a man of the Phariſees ; 


Fho were a ſele& Se&t among the Fews, of higheſt account for ' 


Fheir ſeeming ſan&ity and ftri&& profefion, Whereas in truth 
hey were very hypocrites , for they did' all to be ſeen of men. Which 


rev'd his greateſi enemies and perſecutors, 
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2, The occaſion of the conference, which was 


ecauſe Chriſt diſcovered, and made known to the people, they | 
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F"' &©- | The Expoſition of the 
Er ' - 3. Bybis Office, It's in general ſaid, that he was a Ruley i 
bi #ke Fervs, | 
' It is obſervable, that few of the Phariſees and Ralers receive} 
Chri!is Do&rine, and believed on him, Yet here we find*onf* 
who was both a Phariſee and a Rater become a Diſciple of Feſdl. 
Chrif/, whom Chriſt inſtructeth as in the dottrine of regeneration,(f.” 
mm other main principles of Religion, and thereupon became} 
true believer 3 whence we may obſerve ; i 
L Obſerv. That the dew of Gods grace often falleth on the moſt grac * 
leſs. That the greateſt of ſinners are ofttumes received 20 meicy, a 
embraced in the arms of free- grace, 

This God doth, as for the-magnifying the riches of his grace 3 
ſa for the encouraging great and notorious ſinners to rety 
from thejr ſins, 'and to look up unco him for mercy. For ar 
tne greateſt ſinners ofttimes received to mercy ?. then there * 
hope of mercy for thee, how many and heynous ſoever thy fi 
are, Queſtionleſs the converſion of fo many notorious ſinneff.. 
15 recorded in Scriptnre, not only as a memorial of what Ge 
hath Cone for others, but allo as a lign and token what he is no 
zeady and nts 1 in do for-the great ers, upon their tur 
ins from their lin; unto him by untet repentance, and cl 
ling with Jelus Chriſt by a true and lively faith. Oh therefo 
tet thoſe admirable and ſtupendious patterns of mercy held fort 
In Scripture, be encouragements unto thee,to abandon thy ſins, 
turn over a new leaf, and to cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt upon the; 
tzrms of the Gofpel, - FIPR. C bh 

il. The Occaſion of the conſcyeuce, betwixt Chrif and Nicodemu 
Foll-w-th in verſe 2. and, that was his coming uno Chriſt which " 
farther amplified by the ime whey bo came, and that was by night 
Fhe {ame came to Fejus by might,” Nicodemns his going unto Chri 
7 for farther inflruStion in the, way and means of ſalvation, di, 
'> | evidence the truth of his faithz but his going by night did evy - 
; - _ dence the weakneſs of his faith... He believed upon the hearin 

| Chriſt Preach, - and ſceing the miracles which he wrought, tha 
3 he was s Teacher ſent from God. Yet becauſe he was aPhariſh, 
and a Ruler, thought itadiſgraceto go openly unto Chriſt, Q, 
be in!lru&ed by him: but went by night, and thereby diſcovel 6 
Ed the weakneſs of his faith ; whence we may obſerve; q 

Obſerv. True Faith may be exceedi yg weak, This titie O ye of lit 

on" faith, wherewith Chrilt often upbraid Eth his Diſciples, 1s an &V 
dent pfoof thereof,%Yo likewite that expreſſion ef the poor mal 
who cryed out unto Chritt, Mat. $. 26, Lord I believe, help t 
my wubelief, The former word, I believe, ſheweth the truth | 
his Faith ;.but the latter word, «nbclrsf, ſheweth the weakneſs 

his fatth3 which was ſo weak, that he calls it anbelrf, Jr 
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| frſt and ſecond wer ſor, © | 
Though thy faith at preſent be weak, yet know for thy com- 
ort, that the weakeſt faith, if true and ſincere, is (ufficient to 
7 "Jalvation. For though God giveth not to all believers a hike mea+- 
ONure and decree of faith, but to ſome more, to others leſs; yet 
Fel 2 giveth to none of þis leſs than may ſuffice to their falvationy 
"> Þo that the leaſt faith hath this in it, - zhat . it is . ſufficient rs 
MCT. !ation, in that it doth intereſt us in Chriſt, and in all the pro» 
niſes of the Goſpel. | 
$74 1. The Conference it ſelf follows, which is a Dialogue be- : 
ween Nicodemys, and our bleſſed Savieur 3 wherein Nicodemis 
egins, ſaving Rabbi, we know that thor art a Teacher ſent from 
Þod; Wherein we may Obſerve, . - 4% EY t 
I. The title he giveth to our Saviour, Rabbi, which ſignifieth Ma- 
Jr, and fo our Evangeliſt expoundeth it. Fo. 1. 38. It 152 
tompound word, and fignifieth, my maſter, for R A B implyeths 
man of excellency,. one that excel!eth others in knowledge and 
zarning, and therefore may well be accounted a 14affer, of 
Facher, 
y 'l. The Profeſſion which Nicodemus maketh of Chrift, In which 
1 a < may obſerve, | 4 
I. The Profeſſion it ſelf, WW know that thou art a Teacher come 
Fol Ged. \ 
Sa 2. The reaſon thereof in the next words, For #20 mas can do 
"2 Fheſe miracles that thou doſt, except Ged be with him, AS if he ha@ 
IN Ul vid, whoſoever worketh miracles, cometh from God, but thou 
rorkeit miracles, therefore thou comeſt from God, This clauſe, 
Jſe miracles that thou doſt, carrieth a great Emphaſis, and ſhew- 
th that they were very great miracles whith Chrift did, and fo 
.gonfirm the argument the more. 
Before we come to the ſubſtance of Chriſts diſcourſe, obſerve 
Fe his manner of entertaining Nicodemus. 
_ TO. have heard from the fotegoing verſes, that Nicodemus 
"th4 both a Phariſee and a Ruler ; both which ſorts of men moſt of 
d oil ll oppoſed Chriſt. And you have heard of his weakneſs, how 
.n i rough fear and ſhame he went eo Chriſt by night 5 being, .loth to 
oY ſeen with him. Yet Chriſt reje&s him not, but kindly en- 
rtains him, and inftru&s him in ſuch points, whereof. he was 
f linþ"orant, though they were fundamental points neceilary to (al-' 
_  Whence we may obſerve; _— 
"| Obſerv. Chr/# is ready to entertain thoſe thats 'in truth, ard up” 
p F* { btne(s ſeek unto him, though their weakneſſes and infirmities ar® 
ih $22) He reje&eth not ſuch as are weak in fajth for their weak- 
rw &s. , We' read in, the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, that when Chriſt 
ved upon the earth, he rejected none who came unto hinf itt - 
iis ffightge(s of heart, Some. indeed _ away of — ; 
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s | The Expoſition of the third verſe, 

but he turned away none. And can us oeur gar that no! 
Chriſt is in Heaven, he hath not the ſame bowels of compaſſich" 
towards thoſe that come unto him, which he had, when he wo 
upon the earth ? Queſtionleſs though he be there free from pa 
fron, yernot from com a/jion towards weak believers, | 

For the e ts coming was to ſeek and [ave that whi 
evas loft, Luk. 19. io, And can we imagine that Chriſt wh 
ſeeketh after thoſe who go away from him, will rejze& any wh 
do intruth ſeek after him ? 

What encouragement {hould this be unto all poor believers,hoi 
weak (oever their faith is, to go unto Chriſt as for the ſtrength 
ning their weak faith; fo for the ſubduing their firong luſtsf 
and for the reviving their drooping fouls ? For your further en 
couragemient, you have Chriſts gracious invitation, Come wntdhn, 
ne all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I wlll give you reſp 
Matth. 11. 28. Hath he bid thee come, and will he reje& thee 
when thou comeſt 2 Hath he called, come ye holy ones, - come ye 
righteous ones, come ye ftrong ones, and you only ſhall have 
reſt ? Hath he not invited the weak, and the weary alſo, they 
drooping and fainting ſoul ? Go poor weak ſoul, go unto Chriſte 
behold he calleth thee, go unto him, and thou maift expe& thyſſtr 
Cure. it 

Certainly one ſpecial reafon why many go drooping an 
groaning ſolong under the bondage of corruption, under theſſps 
weight and burden of their ſpiritual maladies, and diſeaſes, is 
becauſe they donot go unto Chriſt by prayer for freedom fromfC 
the ſame: or through the weakneſs of their faith, they do not 
believe Chriſt is, as able, ſo wilſing to kelp and deliver them, 
For what Chriſt ſaid to the poo& man who came unto him in be 
half of his poſſeſſed child, the» ſame he ſaith to thee, If hoy 
.canſt believe, all things are poſſibleto him that believeth, 

- 05j, Sore are apt toſay, 'Fhave often gone nnto Chriſt by 
Prayer, carneſtly begging of him to ſtrengthen my weak graces, 
to ſubdne my ſtrong luſtsahd corruptions, to mollifie my hardſi 
heart,C©c./but 1 cannot pray in faith : I cannot believe that he is, 
as able, ſowilling to grant my requeſts. 

Anſw. Thou maift proy in faith, even then when thou thinkef" 
thou' doſ# not believe,. Weak Chriſtians are often miſtaken here! 
ſuppofing that if they be not confidently perſwaded that Go 
will hear them: 'theydo not pray in Faith. Whereas it is not 3 


1 
r 
confidence that God will hear us, but a dependance upon Chrif A 

In hopeof —— our ſweet evidence of faith in prayer.” 
| Thou ſayeſt thouprayelt, and prayeſt, but canſt net be perſiwa-f* 
+>," ged that the holy God will hear the prayers of fuch'a-vile andfl « 
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»pnworthy wretch, ang thereupon-concludeſt that thou doſt rot 
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the Expoſuion of the third verſe, OO En 
t noÞray in faith, Butlet me ask thee, Doft thow offer np thy projert A 
YaſlioFs the name of Chrift ? dof# thou depend upon him in hope of anſwe 
e walfor his ſake ? this is praying in faith. 

1 paſ} Thus much of Chriſts entertaining Nicodemus, 
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CHAP. IL 
The Expoſition and obſervation ariſing 0ut of verſe 3. 


Ome we now to the firſt general point whereof Chriſt dif- 

\. courſeth with Nicodemws, and that was the'Doftrine of Rege- 
ration, in theſe words, Very, Verily, I ſay wnto thee, except # 

an be bor again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, In which-we 

may note, 

I. The manner of propounding it, 

2. The matter and ſubſtance of it. | 

For the manner,it 15 propounded with a double aſſeveration,Veri- 

ly, Verily, U ſay unts the, Which was a form of ſpeech often u+ 

ſed by our Saviour when he would ſolemnly avouch any weighty 
ruth, He never uſed it but in matters of great moment, By 

it therefore out Saviour giveth us to underſtand, that the truth 

Where delivered is a weighty truth , not lightly to be regarded, and flightly 

* theſjpaſſed over, 

2, if . The mazter or ſubfance of the DoArine of Regenetation, 8s 

fromJChriſt hath laid it down, followeth in thefe words, Except # 


Int raphborically and ſtiritually, 
{Nicodemus not obſervings 


re framed, not inregar the ſubfaxce, UEpE the qra'itres of 10, 
God The natural eſſence and (ſubſtance eithe&FWK&ſoul or body is 
ot a{ not deſtroyed, but ſtill remainmth, onlya Weed of the old, 
wif and invefed-with new qualities. Hef! Hhpencrated hath 2 
ret rinexwed underſtanding, a renewed will # wr Zions, yea new 
way defires and a wew converſation, that ning is, Ns man 
and} (an enter into Heaven, unleſs by the prin WE God: be be firff al9a 3 
rot tered 2nd changed from what be wasg even brawgit out of the ſtate | | 
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: _- ' . Regeneration neceſſary ts Salvation, , 
> af nature irito the Rate of grace, and ſo become a new creatureyffa | 
-- as.in regard of his new manner of creation, ſo in regard of higfan 
new manner of converſation, leading another manner of life thanſ 

he did before. © of 

Born again ] This word implyeth the neceſſity of a ſecond};:y 

birth, that a man be born of the ſpirit, as well as born of the fleſh (p, 
otherwiſe it had been better for fm, he had never been bornſ6,, 
at all, X J 
He cannot - ſee the Kingdom of God ] Kingdom is here taken forſy 
that happy eſtate whereunto God bringeth his ele& in Chriſt, the 
. entrance thereunto is in this life, which is commonly called th 
Kingdom of Grace. The tull poſſeſſion, 1s in the life to come, Calle 
the Kingdom of glory. Theſ: arenot two diſtin& Kingdoms, but 
two degrees of one and the fame Kingdom. Now whereas 
Chriſt ſaith, He cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, 1t's in effect as 
much as. He cannot enter ito the Kingdom of God, as our Saviout 
clearly explaineth, verſe 5, Except a man be born of water, ands 
#he ſþirit, he cannos enter inro the Kingdom of God, that is, He can 
not be ſaved. | 

Having thus cleared the words, by ſhewing you the ſence anc 

meaning of them ; - They afford unto us this point of Doctrine, 

Dott. Regener «tron 15 neceſſary to Salvation. 

This very Doctrine for ſubſtance is again inculcated, verſe 
L 5. Verily, Verily, I ſay unto thee, except a man *be born of water aud 
of the ſpirit, he cannot «nier into the Kingdom of God, Now out 
Saviours twice repeating this DoErine, both in verſe 3, and 


verſes, and in- both, places thc a double aſeveration, Vena 


P 


' vily, Verily, doth notably confirmWMe truth of ij, and thereforeJn« 
there needs no farther proof thereof w 
But for the better concerymng and right applying this Do' 

&rine, I ſhall hew you, : 
1. The Nature of Regenerath ks What it is, * be; 


2. Tha Parts of Regenerata% TE fed 
| 3+ TheReaſons proving eliNece/ſity of Regeneration to Salvatiph 
A. The uſes of the point ; \. [pe 


For the farſt, what 1 
whereby a natural mays 
that by fin was, a £ 
For as by vertils 

, is made a m 
that was a nat 
4 child of God, 

, @nother thr 


Eencration is. Regeneration 15 that gract 
35 made a ſpiritual or new may, Even he 
Wd of the Devil, is made a child of God: 
ur natural birth, that which was no.ma 
Son. of mas, So by this Spiritual birth, he 
—ITY IF, | _ 
an is made a new many gven a ſpiritual man, 
at to ſpeak properly, -Regeneration if 
er., A [pirirual birth after our natwrs 
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birth, whereby a? nan Wit were avether man, As it is ſaid of 
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man of 8#n0ther ſpirit, $0 may it be ſaid off] 
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The Nature of Regtn:ration. 0:8. 


: 
nrega regenerate man, that he 15 of another ſpirit, being quite altered % * 
higfand changed from what-he was before. . 


Now this regencration, Or new birth cannct be meant of a birth 
gſtey the fleſh, tor no natural or carnal thing is to be conceipted im 
regeneration. But regeneration is a ſpiritual birth, a birth of the 
(pirit, as it isevident by thoſe words, John 3. 6. that which is 
Yornfſborn of the ſpirit is ſpirit, So as by the work of Regeneration 
fp 15turned into (pirit, that is, the carua', corrupt diſpoſurion 
of man, 1s changed and altered into a renewed aud ſautthified diſpoſriton ; 
whereby it appears that Regenevyation 15 as it were a new creation, 
and a regenerate man 15 called a new creature, being rene 
IledJthroughout, both thorow his ſoul with all the powers and facul- 
es thereof 3 and thorow his body, with all the parts and 
embers thereof. So that -the blind und1#anding is in 
Flome. meaſure inlightned with the —_—_ of God , 

and the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. e fiubbern and con- 
tumaciow will is in ſome meaſure: obedient and conformatle to 
canthe will of God. The ſeared and beurmmecd con'cience 15 now 

quickened and awakened The hard heart (ſoftened, tle mn- 
andJruly affetions crucified: And the body with all the paves and 
1e, members thereof are made ready inliruments to puÞ . in exe- 

cution the good intentions of the mind. Thus by Re- 
erſe]generation men are wrought upon thrower hour, being wonder- 
aulfiully altered and &hanged from what they were before; in 
ourgrelation to which alteration they are ſaid to be boru agam. 
and] Which may inform us of the wonderful depravation of our 

Venature, which was ſuch, .ag mending and repairing, woulds . 
foreſnot' ſerve the turn, but Gd mull new make, and new create us, 
we muſt be born again, made Wea CYeAl rey, 

Do'l Gueſt. Doth Regeneration id mit any degr-es ? | 

Anſw, Tes terily, For Regenefation may be coniidered intFe 
broznning, and pregreſs of it ; Or uh the conſuramaiion and per- 
f:tion of 1t. "4 
io It is begun and increaſeth in this kife 3 It is conſummate and 
\ Eperiect in the life to come. | . 
rac} Sin and corruption doth remain in all the regenerate, as long 
| heſſ a5 tricir ſouls remain in thew mortal bodies, 1t remains thoy 
od-N it doth not riicn in them, | 
nan} And this God in great wiſdom is plea 


ted..to permit, to 
- hef keep us humble and low in our ſelves, and$-drive us un- 
nanto Jeſus Chriſt, that as long as this fiax ofiablood runneth, we 
# v-thould. always be deſirous tv rouch at leaff;, the hem of hes gar- 
uramn ment, wy Fs 4 Is: 
Mg. But at death that corruption will be utterly conſr me, and 
body and foul clean fteed from it; infomuch as at the dagen” 
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- -.þ 5 - The Parts of Regeneration, 

1" # - when body and ſoul ſhall be again united, the regeneration bspo 

1.” *-gun in this World , will be manifeſted to be moſt perfe& lexr 

Whereas in this life the moſt regenerate are imperfe&, throughſ[wo 

- the Reliques of fin and remainder of corruption, which willÞCa' 

' -abide in them ſo long as they abide, and continue in thisCai 
World. | "cre 

The Parts of Regeneration are twO3 I Mortification, 2. Vivi-Iwil 
cations : ] 

Mortification 15 implyed under the phraſes of caſting off, anno! 
erucifying the old man, .and deflroying the body of fin, Thus is aſſhe 
duty expreſly enjoined in theſe words, Col. 3.5. Mortifie you £Sal 
members which are upon the earth By members on the earth, bef} 1 
meaneth all ſorts of luſts and ſins whereunto a natural man isſſchc 

+ given, as is evident by particular inſtances which he himſelfW! 
reckoneth up in the words following, as fornication, uncleawneſ;,ſask 

C. bec 

Theſe muſt be mortified, that is, put to death. + It is not enough[you 
to curb, and hold in ſin, but the life of it muſt be Jet out. Andfithe 
indeed it is not poſſible to put on the nezw man, till the o!d maxJda 

' becatzoff. Therefore there 15 a neceſlity of mortification firſt, be.$Lo 
fore vivificatiouw, For the bringing in of one form preſuppoſethJve1 
the putting out, or defiroying of the other. Wherefore aftet{] 
Mortification followeth Vivification. | 
!.. 2, Viuification 15 the begetting of the life of grace in us, whence 
we live in holineſs and righteouſnefs. It is ſet forth in Scripture 
by Gods quickeniug us, and by our walking in newneſs of life, 

| Now itis abſolutely neceſſary that this part of regeneration; 
namely Vivification, be added to Mortification, which isthe othet 
part : therefore it is the gccuſtomed courle of Sacred Scripture to 

_ 1nfer the following of holineſs, upon the flying of ſin : the doing 
of good, upon eſchewing. of evil. . Now the things which God 
hath joined together, let no man put aſunder. 

Let us therefore prove our regeneration not only by ceaſingſ]v 
from ſin, but” following holineſs, and working righteouſnels, the 
Content not thy ſelf to ſay, I am not what I 4yas, unleſs thouJpat 
canſt alſoadd, I am: what I was not. It will be bur little boot tofſtio 
thee to ſay, Iam no drunkard, nor ſwearer, nor covetous, notfily 
a walker after thefleſh : unleſs thou canſt alſo ſay, By the graceſ]glc 
-of God, I now walkafter the ſpirit, in faith and love, and ho-fun 
ly obedience/ watchful unto, and endeavouring after a' fruit-Jſli 

ulneſs in every good work. Thou haſtno longer felowſhip withFlis 
the rngodly, but art,thou a familiar of the Saints ? Thou wilt nottis 

i, now curſe, or ſwear, or lye, or ſ{coff, but doſt thou pray ant tif 

'-, ble$? Doſt thouthear and read, -and meditate on God ? Loft 

tkou tady thine Feart, and govern thy thoughts and — 
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Reaſons ſhewing Regeneration, . 
beEDoft thou bridle thy tongue 3 ſet a watch over thine eyes, and. .* 
@ ears, and fleps.? 1s it thy care to pleaſe, and in all things walk 
ghworthy the Lord ? ' Look to thy {elf that thou be not Aeceived. * 
villBCalt off the works of darkneſs, and put on the armour of lighte ' 
hisICaſt off the old man, and put on the new man, which as it is 
" created after the image, ſo will it carry thee on according to the 
vi-will of God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 
Having ſpoken of the point by way of explication; I come 
ant[now to ſpeak of it by way of confirmation, To this end I ſhall 
$ 2 {hew you the reaſons of the point, why Regeneration is ueceſſary t0 
ourfSalv ation. 
hefj Reaſ., 1. From the immutability of Gods purpoſe, God who hath 
t isfichoſen us to life, hath choſen us alſo to holineſs,,as our way to it, 
ſelf]Whoever-will paſs into glory, muſt rake grace in his way, You 
eſ,a5k, why may I not be ſaved, unleſs I be regenerated ? Why !. 
becauſe God is reſolved on the contrary. This is the will of God, ' 
1gh your ſan#ification firft, and then your ſalvation, 1 Thel[.4. 3. Now 
ndfithe purpoſe of God ſhall ſtand. All the world ſhall {ooner be 
uIdamned, than the Rm of God ſhall be made void. The 
be-Lord God muſt ceaſe to be the unchangeable God, if thou e- 
ethJver be ſaved, who wilt not be ſan&ified. . 
tet] Real, 2, From the ſtability of Gods word. God hath ſaid, Matth, © * 
24. 35. Except a man be born again, he caunot enter into the Kings _ 
dom of God. Is the word of God yea and nay ? doth he ſay ang, 
unſay ? Heaven and Earth ſhall paſt away, but his word ſhall not 
paſs away. Count = it ſinner, as ſure as God is true, thou 
ſhalt never ſee che ſalvation of God, unleſs thou be firſt made | 
partaker of the renewing of the holy Ghoſt. | 
Reaſ, 3. From the reſpefF that Regeneration hath ts Salvation. Re+ 
generation 15 a degree and part of Salvation. Grace 15 glory be- 
zodgin, holineſs is the beginning of bleſſedneſs, the perfe&ion 
whereof will be in Heaven hereafter, where we ſhall perfe&! 
ingfilove God, and delight in him, and 'be ever praiſing. him with 
eſs, the Heavenly hoſt. - Now, how can{t thou expe& the partici- 
1ouſpation and enjoyment of this bleſſed eftate without regenera- 
 tofſtion and renovation here ? Canſt thou expe& to be perfe&ly ho- 
rorflly hereafter, dnd not initially holy here ? to live with God in 
acezlory hereafter, and yet here live and lye in thy filthy and 
ho-Yuncleanne(s ? Canft thin expett hereafter to live in theeverla« 
it-Yſiing love of God, and yer here have no true love to him nor de- 
vithOlight in him at all. ? But take(t thy whole delight either in ſa- 
not Ftisfying thy covetous humour by heaping up riches, or in gra- 
ol] tifying thy finſul laſts and affe&ions, by yielding to the ſolici- 
ntions of the fleſh 2 Be not deceived, grace is a. neceſſary be- 
pinning of glory. ; | 
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T2 | The 'Excellency of Regeneration. 
Reaſ, 4. From that corruption of mans Nature in which he | 


brought into the World. John 3.'6. Saith our Saviour, That whichi. 


born of the fl:ſh is fleſh; that 1s, Every one that.is born of man, e. 
very mothers chi'd is carnal and corrupt 3 every man by his firſ 
birth is polluted and unclean; Now #0 unclean perſon can entcy 
into Gods Kingdom, .Rev. 21.27. Believe it Sinner, God will ne; 
ver take thee from the dungkill reeking in thy luſts, and ſet thee 
down by him in the Throne.Corrwuption ſhall not inherit incorruption, 


nor (hall fiein and blood inherit the Kingdom of God.. "Baſtard; 


may not inherit, Thou muſt firſt be a Ch:1d, and have the ſpirit 
of a Child in thee, and then thou att an heir, an heir of God, 
nd a 1oitu b:rr awvith Chriſt. 

Real. 5, From the holineſs of Gods mature, which is ſach that 
no unclean perſon can ſtand in his preſence. Believe it ſinners, 
if ever you look to enjoy communion with God in glory,you mult 
have union with him in grace; you mult here be regenerate, 
and become new creatures : yea holy as he 1s holy, that you may 
be ſuch as he may dwell withall, and delight in, For as the A- 


poſtle ſpeaketh, Heb. 12. 14. Without holineſs nu» man ſhall ſee the; 


Lord. He ſhall be ſo ſar from enjoying the preſence of God, 
- . That he ſhall nor ſo much as ſee him. ein: | 
n % Lev, 10. 2. Saith Moſes to 4aron, God will be ſanfified in then 


pt come nigh him, that is, that draw near unto him mn any of his 
inances. | 
*©ZNow if ſanctity and holineſs beneceſſary in thoſe who draw 
Near unto him in his ordinances 3 How muck more to the en- 
Joying immediate communion with. him in Heaven ? Will not 
God meet thee at a prayer, and will he ſuffer thee to meet Fim in 
Paradiſe ? will he not let thee ſee his face at his Table, and will 
he let thee ſit down with him in his Kingdom ? Mailt not thou 


come into his Courts, and ſhalt thou enter into the holy of I 


holies ? * Was the man without a wedding garment thruſt out 
from his preſence here below, and ſhall he be received into hi; 
manſion above ? How can theſe things be ? 
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CHAP, 110. 


An Uſe of Exhortation to endeavour after Regeneration 5 with quick- 
enmg Motives thereunto. \ 


Aving thus done with the Explication and Confirmation of 


'1 the point; Come we now to the Uſe and Ypplication thereof. 
, IT. The firſt may be an wſe of Exhortation, both to the Te-; 
Fegener ate and to the Regen:rate, PE & 
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ſhouldeſt die, thou wouldeſt periſh for ever, even to all Fter- 


The Excellency of Regeneration, v5 
Firſt to the Unregenerate; Is Regeneration abſolutely neceſſary 
to Salvation ? Oh how then doth it concern you who are yet 
in your fins and under the power of corrupt nature, earneſtly to 
lefire, and indu{trioufly. ro labour after this ſaving change, in 
the uſe of all means God hath ſanctitied thereunto ? Let your 
outward condition be what it will, be ye never ſo rich, never 
ſo honourable, yet far be it from you tofit down ſatisfied in a- 
ny condition, till you be renewed, and {an&ified by the ſpirit 
of God. Alas, how many be there in the -World, who though 
in their natural and carnal eſtate, yet live as ſecurely and merrily, 
45 if 'their condition were as ſafe and good as the be ! Ask them 
one by one, Whether the work of Regeneration be wrought 
in their ſouls ? and ſome will anſwer, they hope it is, others 
that they never doubted it ; though none of them Know what 
Regeneration is, nor ever minded any (nach thing. And yet 
theſe men haye not only read, but do likewiſe believe the words . 
ff our Saviour, who hath told them, Joh, 3, 5. that except they be 
bor again,” they cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. ' 
Ah ſinner, 1 beſeech thee for the ſake of thy precious and 
immortal ſoul, t6ftir up in thy ſelf an hearty delire, and fin- 
cere endeavour af.er this ble;led work. Asit 15 the cue thing ne- > 
oſſary.to Salvation, ſo let it be the main thing of thy deſire andi® 
endeavour, There 1s nothing deſerves precedency in thi 
thoughts, aims, and labours before this. In the fear of G 
therefore, ſee thou give no reſ; to thy foul, no eale to thy min 
till thou find a bleſſed change wrought in thee, till thou finds 
thou art brought out of the ſtate of nature, into the ſtate ob=_— 
grace, Neither fit down (atisfiel in the enjoyment of any worlds 
ly comfort, without the enjoyment of this mercy. And in- 
deed how canſt thou live merrily or fleep quietly, ſo long as 2 
thou liveſt in thine unregenerate ftate © in which if thou. | 


nity. $0 that Regeneration is abſolutely neceifary to Salva- 
tion. It had been better for thee never to have been born, than 
not to be born again. It is as neceilary as Heaven and happinels. 
For ſaith our Saviour himſelf, Ercept a man be born again, he 
cant *ſce., .much. leſs enter into, the Kingdoms of Heaven, So 
that there is no hope of the Salvation of any unregenerate man, 
or-woman ; but if they live and die in ti.at ſtate, ther portion 
will. be death and daranation with the+ Devils and damned 
to a!) Frernity” And in regard of the ancertainty of 
the'r. lives, they are not {o ſure tobe out of Heil one day 
longer. | | | 

Ah (inner ? What doſt thou mean to continue in thy cars N 
pal-and unrczencrate Rate ? As furs as the word of Cod is trugys: | 
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4; © 5 The miſeries of the Unregenerate in this life, 
\ if thou dye therein, thou art ſhut out of all hope of mercy forſſur/ 
f ever; and ſhalt: paſs into eaſeleſs and endleſs miſery. 1n thephin 
I Ffearof God therefore, when thou riſeſt up in the Morning, conf 2 

ſider with thy ſelf, that thou art uncertain of being out of Hellſ»az 

till the Evening. 'And when: thou lieſt down, conſider howſuan 

uncertain thou art of being out of Hell till the next morning, 3 
Surely this conſideration isenough to amaze any poor Chriſtianſunt 
who is indeed Regenerate, but maketh ſome queſtion thereof inſſo tl 
himſelf... How much more ſhould it amaze; and ſtartle thee whoſe! 
artyet in thy carnal and ſinful eftatez and ſtir thee up withourſacc 
any farther delay to eſcape for thy life, and make out in haſt af bl 
ter thy Redemption from this dreadful condition ? ,--- "SoQ1 
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CHAP. IV, 


Sheweth the miſerable and dreadſul condition of the Unregenerate 
their life time, and at their death. RUST 1 


Aving given you the neceſſity of Regeneration. I come 
now to ſhew you the Means on yonr part to be performed fuſf*D 
better attaining therennto3 which may be brought to theſe twoſſmor 
jeral neads; * SD 
, The Embracing ſome truths. 
the Praftifing ſome duties, 

The truths to be — are theſe ; 
f, That every man in his ſtate of unregeneracy is in a miſerable ftatt 
bd dreadful condition. TOY 4 L f FÞ 
2. That there is hops of mercy for the greateſt [inners. QoL. 
# That you may the better underſtand the miſerable condition offf<5* 
"= men in their ſtate of Unregeneracy, I ſhall ſhew you their miÞ*** 
© ferics; 35 | d 
1, In this life, to 1; 
2. At death. his ; 
3- After death, 

Their miſeries in this life are briefly theſe 3 | 
FL. They .are ſervants to fin, aud flaves to their lufs ; making it 
their main work and deſign to ſerve their ſinful fleſh with' its af-[ 

fe&ions. : | | Perl 

I. They are undey the curſe of God, which continually ſo hangeth of ed 

. ver their heads; that they are curſed in every thing. 5 Sha! 
, 1. In their -effate; their very bie//ings are turned into carſe,f'*", 
18 _ Though thou enjoyeſt abundance of this Worlds goods, yet {c all 
| long as thou liveſt in thy wicked and ungodly courſes, be it _«f jolly 
tying, ſwearing , «wyemng, whoring, drinking and the like, " p< 


@&-” 


The miſeries of the Unregenerate in this life, 'tg* 7 
Forfleur ſe of God is in thy fore and abundance, which makes way for 
hefthine eternal miſery, as you have it expreſſed, Deut. 28. 17, 18. 
nl 2. In their names. Their very name is curſed, for as the Wiſe 
ellfſman {peaketh Prov. 10. 7. The memory of the juſt 15 bleſied, but the 
DW Bwame of the wicked ſhall rot, 
gf 3+ 1» their religious exerciſes. The word which they hear is curſed . 
anfJunto them. That which to others i the ſavour of life unto life, 
inſto them is the ſavonr of death unto death, being a means to ripen 
hofſtheir ſins, and haſten their ruine. The prayers which they make are 
wefaccurſed unto them, ofttimes bringing down a curſe rather than 
afþ bleſſing, Yea the table of the Lord is hkewiſe accurſed unto them, 
- Yo that inſtead of feeding on the body and blood of Chriſt, they 
it and drink their own damnation. Oh how ſad and lamentable 
= muſt thy condition needs be, when thoſe things which are not 
nly bleſſings in themſelves, but likewiſe bleſſed unto others, 
ould be curſed unto Thee, and heighten both thy ſin and ſorrow! 
ind if thy -blefings become curſes, Oh what will thy curſes 
os 1 | | 


HT, All men in their ſtate of unregeneracy are liable as to rem- 
hiral and ſpiritual judgments, ſo to eternal judgments.What can they 
xpect if they die in their ſtate of unregeneracy, but after this | 
noſmomentary life is ended,to be caſt into that everlafingfire, which, , + 
od hath prepared for them, as well as for the Devil and his Angils Y © 
which is the moſt dreadful condition of all:that judgment cannot 
be accounted ſmall which is eternal. An eternal Feaver, or but aw 
r9al tooth-ache, were a miſery unſpeakable, But what are | 
to [{hele to the lying in that lake which burneth with fire and brimſtons 
t0 all eternity ? Oh me-thinks, the name of eternal Judgment 
jbould, if not fright him out of his wits, yet awaken every un- 
offf<generate man out of his ſecurity 3 and ſtir him up without 
xipurther delay to abandon his wicked and ungodly courſe of life, 
dtoſet upon thepradtice of all holy and religious duties, and 
to labour therein, to get the work of Regeneration wrought in 
his heart,that he may become a new creature.It may be thou haſt 
a plentiful portion of this Worlds goods, enjoying what thy heart 
an wiſh or deſire ; But oh what will it profit thee to live plenti- 
;Þully and proſperouſly here, and to be erernaly miſerable here- 
£.fpiter > Thy former happine(s will ſerve only to make thee mote 
 Penfible of future, miſeries. And therefore when thou art tem- 
o-$Pted to any unlawful pleaſure, or profit,reaſon thus with thy ſelf, 
Shall I for a ſhort momentary pleaſure, that will ſoon have an end, 
jm the hazard of an eternal judgment, that will never have amend ? 
(0a 1 for alittle profit here, loſe my ſoul to all eterniry T What greater 
004," yea what greater madneſs can be imagined ? 
of Thus much of che miſerics {of the Unregenerate in thi J 
r4 green | | ©5 - I 


> 1 


5 16 _” * The Miſeries of the Unregenerate, 
life; Come we now to ſhew their miſeries at death. 


If the life of an unregenerate man beſo miſerable, as hat 
been {hewed, How doleful think you, will be his.death ? ſur 
Iy kis miſery then will be much increaſed, as will appear fron 
the conſideration of theſe particulars, | 

' 1. When Yeath (hall appear unto thee, and tell thee it hath Y 
meſſage from the Lord, who hath ſent an habeas Corpus for thyp,. 
body 3; then'comes in Con/crence, if a little awakened, with haff; 
books of accounts, her blacK and bitter roul, and ſhews thee th fr 
old reckonings and arrears, ſetting before thee the follies of tht. 
youth, the {ins of thy riper years, and the iniquities of thy, 
whole life. £ | : ly 

Ah ſinner, thou who goeſt on impenitently in thy wicked an E 
ungodly courſe of, life, confider with what a ghaſtly counte{ 
nance thou wilt look upon that black and helliſh Catalogue of al, 
thy fins; thy lyes and oaths, thy railing and rotten ſpeeches] 
thy ſcoffings at Gods people, thy goods ill -gotten, thy time il 
ſpent, thy profanation of Sabbaths, thy. ſpeculative wantonneſ} 
yea thy many a&tual blthineſſes, and uncleanneſſes, thy prid 
worldlinefs, covetouſneſs,' thy ſenſual. revellings , /and 'Joviaf 
meetrn 23; ' T, 
% ; Ah ſinner! ſinner ; what horror will then poſſeſs thy ſoul, ng. 

Heart of man can conceive,nor tongue of men and Angels can ex a 
+ Pre(s. Indeed many there are, who upon their death-beds have 

? Firtte ſight or ſenſe of their ſins,neither do they think of judgment; 
or etern:ty,but drop into hell before they conſider any thing. Butp,.. 
yet upon the approach of death, commonly there is ſome terrotſ 
and trembling upon the conſciences of carnal men; and if everſ 
any ſin did formerly ſting, it will then eſpecially. Oh, methink 
a ſerious apprehenfion,. and ſenſible-forethought of theſe thing} y 
even at hand, for ought any man knows, ſhould make th 
nact to tremble, and melt into tears of unfeigned,. 
OLrOW « | 

Il. Death puts anend to all thy World'y comforts and content ments, F 
which muſt all die with thee, as to thy uſe aud comfort : It ſalutes theeſ 
with this ſad word, Thou haſt received thy good things, Now an end | 
of thy Heaven and joy. Particularly, | 

I. Then thow muſt part with all thy carnal Pleaſures ayd delight; 
which thowh.ift loved ſo dear'y. Yea it will be a very hell anto thee 
upon earch ro conſider wat eternal torments thou art like to en- 
dure, for tho'e poor aud periſhing pleaſures which thou-enjoyedil | 
here for a ſeaſon, Are theſe the things for which I die ? - Art = 
theſe the price of my ſoul, of my blood, of my peace 2? + ; 
_ 2: Taon muſt part with tiy wealth and riches, carrying nog 
thing away with thee of all thy enjoyments, Ah _— \ iy 

now 
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: nt-their death, IF. 
how it will be « death to thee to-part with thy wealth, "which 

ras thy lifez but conſider how thou haſt damned thy foul fo 

"1Hhe getting thereof ; this will be an hell to thee. J 
r0MJ. >, Thou muſt part with all the means and opportunities of graces 
th $0W thou enjoyeſt the ordinances of Chriit, as the Word, 
tht ayers and Sacraments, which whileſt thou enjoyed thou 
hep aclt hope: but death puts an end to the(e, and thy hopes mulk 
_ ive up their Ghoſt, Now Chriſt calls upon thee, Szbbath 
oy 0 Sabbath, by his Miniſters and Embaſſadors, wooiug and be= 
th xching thee to abandon thy luſts, to caſt away thy ſins & to caſk 
Thy ſelf into his arms, to accept of the reconciliation purchaſed by 
is blood. But ere long thou (halt hear no more of theſethings, 
ot a Sabbath-more, not a Sermon more, not aPromile, not one 
_ rord more of grace, of mercy, of hope for ever, . When thou 
he; v1dſt give, if thou hadf them, ten thonfand worlds, for one 
\e ment of that merciful time of grace, which thou haſt ſo long a- 
of uſed, for -a drop of that precious blood, which thou haſt fo 
TT Oz trampled under thy feet; yea for one Sabbath more, to 
wiahe"© Chriſt once more tendred to thee in the Miniſiry of the Go- 

"Sel ; but alas it will not be granted, 

Ah finner! Then wilt thou cry out of thy ſins, and cry for 
hot tecry 3 mercy, mercy Lord to a dying ſoul, that am juſt ſinking? - 
yo riſhing under the load of mine iniquities- Then wilt thou be- 
_ wiſh, when it is too late, that thou hadK ſpent thy preci- 
Bud” ime to better purpoſe; that thou' hadſt minded more the 

ES of Eternity ; that thou hadſt cloſed with the tenders and 
_ of Jeſus Chriſt, and that thou hadſt better improved the 
- 1 ,$<ans and opportunities of grace, which thou didſt once en- 


hatl 


ne 


. VY» ; . 
oy Thou wilt then ſay, 9h if the Lord would be pleaſed to add a fey 
1 ars more to my life} How would I contemn the World and the vani-: 
i thereof ? How ex ailiy would Torder my converſation ? How careful 
; old I be of duty, bow watchful againſt fin ? How would I beiſtir my, 
cha if to uork out mine own Salyvation ? But ah ſinner! the time of: 
end? departure is. at hand, and there is no hope of a reprieve for. 
e day longer 3; and therefore all theſe good wilkes and purpo= 
come too late, . 
Heel Lhere are two things eſpecially which will aggravate a ſin- 
\ en miſery at his death. | : : 
df I. To think what poſſibility of making his peace with God he 
ArcÞ® had allhis life time 3 to remembet how often he hath been 
vited to accept of Jeſus Chriſt, and yet would not. | | 
 no4.?: To think that now thereis no hope of mercy, having by 
- 1 1Þ8 {ins ſhut Heaven: gate, and hardened Gods heart againſt hims 
6 inner ! 'then wilt thou in the bitzerney of thy ſoul cry outs 
| | and 


, 


ent 
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1s The Miſeries of the Onregenerate 
and ſay, The God of mercy hath utterly forſaken me 3 and, the Devil, | v 
who kuows no mercy, waits for to rakr'me. Ah! then which wayſ» 
ſoever thou lookeſt, thou wilt find nothing but matter of bitter ſm 
weeping and lamentation. If thou look backward, what cant 
thou behold bur all the filthy, and abominable lufts of thy youth[fe 
hi 
ſe 
( 
C 
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unrepented of > If thou look forward, what canſt thou be. 
hold but ſudden deſtruQion ready to ſeize upon thee ? 
- If thou look downward, what canſt thou behold, but hell de. 

ſerved ? with her mouth open ready toſwallow thee up quick; 

| and the Devils ready to receive thy ſoul, and carry it to thatffr 
dungeon of darknefs, If upward, what canſt thon behold butſ ar 
a provok#, enraged God ? wham becauſe thou refaſedſ# to hear inf he 
the day of his merciful viſitation, he will now laugh at thy calamity, ſc 
and mock when thy fear cometh upon thee , as himſelf threatneth,] w: 
Prov. 1. 24, 26. Thus thou wilt look every where for help, ya - 
findeſt thy (elf every way helpleſs, and hopeleſs. 

Haply thou wilt then look unto, Jeſus Chriſt, in hope that he 
will appear for thee, and his blood make thy attonement : Butſ'Sb 
ſinner know, that though his blood be a fountain opened to all 
poor penitent believers, to waſh away the filthy ſpots and ſtaing. 
of their ſins ; Yet to thee, who haſt all thy life long, ſufferet 

Chriſt to ſtand knocking at the door of thine heart, by the Mt ] 
miſtery of his Word, and by the motions of his ſpirit,. and] Bi 
- *wouldft riot open unto him : to thee his blood will be then gf all 
fountain ſealed ; ſo that thou ſhalt not partake of the leaſt benefit is ; 
thereof, becauſe in thy life time thou haſt fo often flighted ity to 
yea and crucified him afreſh by thy bloody ſins. W 

Ah ſinner, ſinner, whither wilt thon flee for comfort in thelſ thi 
midſt of thy diftreſs ? It will then be too late to cry out, 0h thaſſ of 
zhe time I have ſpewt in Taverns aud Ale-houſes, in ſports and paſtime! of 
in carnal pleaſures and ſenſual delights, Ihad ſpent in Prayer and ©a 
faſting, in humbling and repenting ! It will they be too late to cry with 6& 
Balaam, '0h that I might die the death of the righteows,, when thau hoſſſ of 
mepletted to live the life of the righteous. For look as the life is, (of jro 
commonly is the death; and as death leaves a man, fo the lafif ſoc 
judgment (hall find him. ply 

And now ſinner,thy laſt ſand being run out, thy day paſt, and} | 
the Devils long look'd for day being come, who waits for thyp anc 
ſoul, ſo ſoon as it goeth ont of thy body. Oh what a direfiff dre 
ſcreech will thy ſoul give when it paſeth ont of thy body intq the 

' the Devils clutches, to be carried by him into the bottomleſy #/ 
burning lake ! f the 
Oh how ſhould the conſideration of theſe unſpeakable miſeries 1% 
which are the portion of natural and unregenerate men at theig. 
. deaths, fartle ang waken all ſuch world':vgs and ſenſualifhg-*t 
p | NO = > pt 
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| after their death, | | 15 
#1, | who ſo they nay encreaſe their wealth, and ſatiate themſelves 
ay | with worldly pleaſures and delights, take no thonght now, nof 
ter make any proviſion againſt this dreadful day of reckoning, x 
nit mean, the day of. their deaths? Surely aid they kr'ow and 
athfeelingly apprehend, or would they be brought to believe what 
be- [horror and aſtoniihment, what terror and anguith is like then to 

ſeize upon them ; they would count 1t the greateſt point of wiſ- 
de-Jdom in the. World ſpeedily to labour fot an intereſt in Jeſus 
ck; Chriſt, who alone can free them, as from the ſting of death, fo 
hat from theſe horrors and aftoniſhments which accompany the ſame 3 
but] and would now ply all the bleſſed mieans of falvatien, as reading, 
r inf bearing, -praying, faſting. and the like 3 which are nowggheir bur- 
it9,1den and bandage; yea the matter of their mocks and fcorns, 
would then be their daily delight and exerciſe. 
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CHAP. V. 


Shewerh the miſeFable and dreadful condition of the Uuregeterate after 
 Bheir deaths, © | | 


rell JF this were the concluſion-of Bnregenerate men; that death 
| did put.an end to all their miſeries, happy were it for many. 
and But this is their grief and ſorrow, their woe” and miſery that 
1 _«Þ all this is the beginning of their ſorrows : that after all this,there 
efit} is a reckoning to be made for what is paſt, For asit is appointed 
| it 10 91098 once x0 die, ſo after this cameth the judowmemt, Heb. 9. 23. 
Where by the Fudgment that immediately followeth afcer death, 
4 the Apoſtle meaneth the particular judgment, which is at the end 
of each mans life, For as there is a general judgment at the end 
of the world ; So there is a particular judgment that paileth upon 
each man at the end of this life. «Ah ſinner! fo ſoon as thy breathe _ 
geparteth ont thy body, it fareth with thy ſoul, as with that man 
of whom «the Prophet Amos ſpeaketh, Amos 5. 19. who did flee 
j from a Lyon, and a Bear met bim. In like manner thy ſoul is ns 
J ſooner eſcaped out of a miſerable World, but ina moment it is 
plunged into another and greater miſery. 
d] Herein lyetha main difference between the Children of God, 
j and-the wicked. The courſe which God taketh with his chil- 
dren is this; When+the ſoul is ſet at liberty from the priſon of 
the body, 'it is inſtantly conveighed by the Angels into Abrahams 
J %ſome, as is exprefly noted of 'Lazarw. And bring cloathed with 
the long white robe of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, is joined to the ſpitits of 
juf men made perfet, ah * Fig | 
if. But vith the ſouls of wicked and Impenitent finners, it is far 
M0} -dtherwite ; for fo foon as they gepart out of theit- bodies, they 
| ko | B 2 * are. 
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20 | The dreadful condition of the : | 
ate ſeized upon by wicked Angels, and preſently brought before 
Gods Tribunal-ſeat, where receiving their doom, they are in- 
ſtantly ſent down into the Kingdom of darkneſs, and bottom of 
the burning lake, there to be reſerved in everlaſting chains unto 
the judgment of the great day. 

Beſides this particular judgment on the ſouls of the unregene- 
rate at their deaths ;thcir will be a general judgment on their ſouls 

and bodies re united at the great and laſt day. | 

For the fuller clearing and opening of this great and funda- 

- mental principle of Religion, I will ſhew you 

I. That there will be a day of Fudgment. l's 

2. The Perſon who ſhall be the Fudge. 

3. The order of Chrifts proceeding in Fudgment, 

I. For the firſt, that there 4vill be a day of Fudgment, is clear 
from that of the Author to the Hebrews, ghap. 6. 2. where he 
reckoneth it amongſt the fimdamental principles of Religion, 

And 48s 175,31, The Apoſtle Puul ſpeaking of .God, ſaith, He 
hath appointed a day in which he will Fudge the World in righteouſnefs, 
Yeain 2 Cor. 5.10. heputsa MUST vpon it, We maſt, ſaith he, 
# appear hefyre the F ud; ment-ſeat of Chriſt, which implyeth the 
neceſſity thereof, | . 

- - And truly there *is a neceſſity of a genera! Fudgment, as for 
the declaration of the equify'of Gods particular © F udgment on 
each man at his death in which reſpe&& it is called Rom. 2. 5s, 
the day of the revelation of the righteons Fudgment of God 3 So for 
a clear manifeſtation of the Juſtice of God, Though God be 
.mcſt jſt tn all his wayes, yet in this World itis not {o evidently}! 
diſcerned, Becauſe God in Wiſdom oft ſuffereth the wicked x 
Proſper 3 yea and todomineer over the righteous. Here the beſt 
men are ofttimes the work uſed, and mo!t wronged. But thenf V 
- God-witt render to ever y one according to his deeds, : Rom. 2.6. When ®! 
as Heaven and everlaiting happinefs thalt be the lot of the V 
righteous ; So hell and eternal horror ſhall be the portion of the # 
unrighteous, Thus ;you ſee, there will be a day of Judg- of 
ment, | | | R 

Oh how terrible will this day of: Judgment be-unto the unref* 
generate and wicked! Totkem it will be a day'of* wrath, a dayſ 9: 
of trouble and diftreſs, a day of daykneſs and. yloomineſs, Thenſ | 

iall rhe Dreunkard drink deepeſt gf the cup of 'Gods Wrath 3; the Wi 
fornicatorzand adwlterer, who burned with thefire of luſt, burn th 
in the fire of hell. Then ſhall the worldI1wg aud coverous aorertiy m: 
feel his loads of ill-gotten goods ſinking and drowning him inſve 

. pexdition and deſtruction, ,prefling him down to the bottom olp . | 
the infernal lake, 5 = LG 
i Ab ſinner ! Row doth it concern thee to retire ir:to ſome ſecrelſ 
Ak; | plac%yf. 
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Unyegenerate at the day of Fudgment. 21 
place; agd there ſeriouſly to ponder on this day of judgment? . 
Ask thine heart this queſtion, is it certain there will bea day 
of judgment, or no? if it be certain; Oh thenwhy dol not-, 
prepare for it, by breaking off my ſins, ard'making my peace 
with God, before that day come upon me? why do I not. 
labour for an intereſt in Chriſt, "by whom alone I can be freed 
from eternal death and condemnation? why do I not now give alt 
diligence to make my Cabling and E leftion ſure ? Oh linner, reaſon. 
Ja f £hus with thy ſelf ; thou knoweſt not of what advantage a few 
luch ſerious thoughts may be to thy ſoul. 

I1, For the Perſon who ſhall be the Frdge, it is Chriſt that ſhall 
be the Fudge 3 who ſhall in a viſible ſhape both judge and pro- 
nounce ſentence upon all men as the ſentence of abſolution on 
the ele&, ſo'the ſentence of condemnation on the wicked. 


eaf LO ont ; ted, 
\ hel Indeed judging the world, being a work ad ext14, which is 
on terminated upon, or reſpefts the creature, it is common to the 


Hel Whole Trinity 3 So that neither the Father, nor the Holy Ghoſt are 
wes, excluded 3 but yet it is in Scripture more eſpecially appropriated 
he, £2 the Son. Adhat partly as a recompence of his humiliation g 
the 2nd partly becauſe the proceedings of the judgment being viſible, 
It ſeemed convenient, that the F «dge himſelf ſhould be conſpi- 
cuous.. And therefore Chriſt in his humane nature ſhall judge 
the World, and denounce the doom of coudemnation again{t 
wo wicked ones; yet ſhall he do all as Immanne!, God and 

| "Mad 

_ '" Oh, how terrible will the ſight of Jeſus Chriſt as F«dge be 
ntlyl unto all carnal and impenitent wretches! who when they ſhall 
d gl ſee him fitting upon the Throne, whoſe gracious invitations they 
bef have ſlighted ; whoſe Miniſters and Emba9Jadors they have 
henl wronged and contemned; whoſe ordinances they have negle&ed, 
henf and whora they have often. crucified by their fins; how then 
' the] will their hearts be appalled with dread and terror ? entreating 

thel 3he rocks and mountains to fall on them, and hide them from the face 
1dg-1 of bim-that firteth on the throne, and from the qurath of the Lamb, 

Rev. 6. 16, - | SAN Hek” | 

nre-|* II. For the ord:r of Chrifts proceeding im Fudgement at the laſt 
+ day] 9ays 
Then I. There will be a Citation of all both dead and living men 
| theIwith the Devils, to come to Judgment, We muſt-all appear, ſaith 
burn]the Apoſtle, . 2 Cor. 5. 10, All without exception of any mult 
rerti make their appearance, high and low, rich and poor, King and 


a in]beggar, male and female. , | 

m off. Oh what a greit day will that he, when the whole world {tall $8 
be cited and ſummoned to appear together at once ! -& 

ecre}” If you ask how they ihall be ſummoned ? p 

7 on Sy A. 
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22 The dreadful condition of the 4 | 
4. By a ſhout frym Heaven, and the (ound of a Trumpet 
which (hall alarm this ſleeping earth, and at which Hell fbal 
ſhake, all graves ſhall open, and yield up their priſoners, which 
they have faſt kept in the-chains of death, from all ages ſince 
the beginning of the World, Yea the Sea ſhall give up her dead 
awhich arc in it, Rev. 20. 13- Ry 
A dreadful ſummons it will be unto all the witked and ungod. 
ly, whom this ſudden noiſe will noleſs aſfloniſh, than confound, 
We read, that when the Lord deſcended upon Mount Sinai, for 
F the delivery-of the Law, with the ſound of a Trumpet ; the 
i | people of Iſrael quaked and trembled. Oh then how will the wicked 
and ungodly quake and tremble when the Lord Chriſt ſhall de- 
ſcend from Heayen with the ſound of a Trumpet to puniſh the 
tranſgreſſors of that Law ? | | 
II. Upon thu Citation and ſummons there will be a reſurreFion of 
the dead, and ſuch a change of the living, as if they bad been a long 
rime dead, and were raiſed to life again. And as the graves ſhal 
then give up their dead bodies; ſo hell ſhall give up her living 
ſouls, which ſhall enter into their old carcaſes to receive a 
greater condemnation. Oh, what woful (alutations will there 
be between that body ſand ſoul, which living together in the 
height of iniquity, muſt now be reunited to ſuffer the fulneſs of 
their miſery ? 
 'TH. After 1he reſurreflion follows a Colletion, and gathering toge- 
ther of all men aud Devils in the World ; but with this difference, 
The ele& being gathered together by Angels, jhall with great 
Joy be caughtup into the air to'meet the Lord, Matth, 24. 3i, 
Put the reprobate together with the Devil and his Angels (hall 
with extreme Horror and.confuſion be drawn and dragg'd into 
his preſence, Rev. 6.15, 16. Ah ſinner, what terror and 4- 
mazement will then ſeize upon thee, when like a malefaRor 
{ ou n brought againſt thy will before the Judgment-ſeat of 
ri 2 E-4 I ; 
* TV, Aﬀeer this follews a ſeparation of the good from the bad, of the] m 
Fleft from the Reprobate. For Chriſt at the firſt appearing of all 
before his nt, to teſtifie his gracious fayour, and 
ood. reſpett to believers, ſeparates them from others, and ſets 
them on his right hand, asa flock of ſheep, 'whom he intends 
to take for his own. And then will he ſet the wicked and unbe- 
lievers on his left hand, to teſlifie as his 'rejeting them, ſo his 
purpoſe to paſs a terrible doo upon them, as himſelf expreſſeth, 
-  Maith, 25, 32, 33+ | # BuN fol 
WV. After this follows a convidtion of the wicked, and a diſcovery off hi 
= ol their works 3 which is proper to go before giving of ſentence in; 
«Al! the wickedne(s of rheir 1:yes ſhall be brought forth to light] fu 
RE TER Tale: a | - and 


Unregenerate at the day of F ndgment. / 23 
andmade toftare them in the face ; and with ſuch unqueſtion- 
able evidence charged upon them that they thall Rand ſpeechleſs 
ich Þbefore their Judge, not having a word to lay to excuſe and ac- 
ace [quit themſelves of this dreadful charge. | 
lead Tea at the day of Fudgm:nt there will br a diſcovery of thy. fins to 
all the World, For as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 1 Cor. 4. 5. Hidden ' 
od. things ſhall on that.day be brought to light, There is no ſino ſecret- 
nd, fly and cloſely committed, but then ſhall be diſcovered to the 
forview of all. There is ſcarce a wicked man in the World, though 
the never (ſo formal, but he hath at ſome time or other committed 
ked [ſome ſuch (in in ſecret, which he would not have others to know . 
de-Ifor all- the World. But know for certain that at the day of 
thefjudgment, all the world ſhall hear thereof. For then all thy 
ſecret ſins, and clofe villanies ſhall be diſcovered, and laid open 
| of | before Angels, Men and Devils; thy ſecret Whoredomes and) _ 
ong || cloſe Adulteries, thy Pilfrings and ſtealings ſhall be diſcovered :þ 
nal to the view of all, and that to thine eternal ſhame and confuſion, <, 
ing] Yea then not only thy words and a&ions, but alſo thy ſectet 
e af thoughts and imaginations, how vain and wanton, how filthy 
ere an! abominable ſoever they have been, ſhall appear to the view 
thejjof all, Never therefore adventure upon the committing of a- 
s of "y ſin in hope of ſecrecy, becauſe thou ſeemeſt ſafe from the eyes 
ot men, Fo ſuppole thy fin lyeth undiſcovered unto the laſt 
oge-J and great day ; yet then ſhall it out with a witneſs, and be made _ 
ice.] manifeſt to the view of all. 
reat] Nowl know no better way to prevefit the diſcovery of your 
31. ſins at that great day, than herein this time and day of grace 
iallJ to call your ſelves to an account, to ſearch and examine your 
ntof own hearts and lives,and then to judge and condemn your ſelves 
d a-f for yout manifold ſins and tranſgreffions ; for as the Apoſtle 
Xorſ ſpeaketh, 1 Cor. 11, 31. If we judge owr ſelves, we ſhall not be con- 
eff d-mned of the Lord. Oh therefore let us here often keep a day of 
judgment in our own ſouls and conſciences, by a ſerious exa- 
Fthe mining of our ſelves concerning onr fins., and judging and 
all] condemning our ſelves for the ſame and then let us in all hu- 
and] mility proſtrate our ſelves at the Throne of grace, pleading the 
ſet} mercy of God and merits of Chriſt for the pardon and forgive- 
nds neſs of them all ; giving no reſt to our ſouls, till we have ſomE 
be-] comfortable evidence and aſſurance thereof, which will cauſe us 
his] tolifr up our heads with joy at the great day of account. 
ethj VI, After conviltion and manif-ſtation of all their ſinful ations, ; 
follows the ſentence of condemnation; and what it is, our Saviour | 
7 off himſelf hath ſhewed, Matth. 25. 41. Depart from. me ye curſed 
\Ctell into everlaſting fire, prepared ſor the Devil and his Angels, O dread- 
zhitf ful ſentence ! every word whereof carrycth much terror jo it, 
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"24: The dreadful Condition of the 
and breatheth nothing but woe and: miſery, yea fire and brimiſ 
7 ay -"** -IY 
.., Depart from me | that is, from Feſws Chrif?, the fountain 0 
bliſs and happineſs. | | Is 
'- Fe curſed *) Todepart from Chriſt were hell enough, but thouſſtc 
muſt alſo go with a curſe, even a curſe that comprehends allſſt 
woes and miſeries under it. And truly to be under Gods curſeſy 
is the quinteſlence.cf miſery, _ Ju 
Into everlaſting fire ] What ! into fire, and into everlaſtingÞc 
fire ? Ah wretches! curſed indeed. For as the Prophet 1/aiabſfſc 
 ſpeaketh, Iſa. 33. 14. who can dwell with devouring fire ? who cauſat 
«dwell with everlaſting burnings ? which ſhall not be quenchedſſc 
night nor day, but fed continually with Rivers of brimſtone;, ſp! 
and kept till :n flame and fierceneſs by the unquenchable wrathſpe 
of the juſt God to all Eternity. The torment of the wicked in 
Hell will be, as without any intermiſſion, ſo without any end.ſs 
, After they have there been tormented hundreds, thouſands, mil-{w 
lions of, days, years and ages, their torments will be as far fromſz 
ending , : as if they were then beginning. And is not this|E 
miſery enough ? tolye in fire? -in everlaſting buruings ? thisÞ01 
is even beyond the expreſſion of men or Angels. If a manj0 
knew he muſt lye in a flaming fire but one day or hour, Oh what]V 
fear and horror would poſſeſs . his ſonl ? But what is a day, orb: 
an hour, or an age, toFternity ? Oh then what” ſtupidity andſe: 
ſenſeleſneſs hath poſeſſed the hearts of ſinful men,who by all thisfa 
are not frighted from their ſins > The fear of Nebzchadnezzar's|cr 
fiery Furnace made men do any thing to avoid it, And ſhall notfai 
the fear of puerlafting fire in bell, make men do any thing to e-Jm 
ſcapeit ? this methinks ſhould awaken them, and cauſe themJD 
Not only to hnmble themſelves for their ſins, .and to beg the par-ſin 
don of them ; but alſo to caſt away their tranſgreſſions, to ſtrive]. 
againſt chem, watch againſt them, pray againſt them, begging]6 
power and ſtrength from Chriſt, to keep down the power offfo 
- Their luſts, that hurry ttem on in their ſinful ways. . It is one offhe 
- the wonders of the world, how men who do believe the word|ar 
of Chriſt to be true, that the wicked ſhall go into everlaſfting|in 
fire, can wittingly and wilfully adventure upon ſinful ways, he 
the end whereof they know will be fo dreadful and aftonilh- 
|}. COUT | 6 | ſe 
| Gorpares for th: Devil and his Angels] That is, you ſhall notÞhi 
. only be caſt into a lake of fire and brimſtone, but you ſtallſ- 
. there dwell with thoſe khellith Fiends, the Devil and his Angels;[m 
who will be continually inſulting over you with helliſh expro-ſfir 
brations for negleQing ſo great ſalvation offered unto” you timef, 
tes time, and being ſo fooliſh as to loſe; the joys and pleaſurgsu 
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Unregemerate at the day of Fudgment. 20 , 
}f Heaven which laſt to all Eternity, for the enjoyment of ſome 
ÞÞaſe luſt, which laſted but for a ſeaſon, ". ifs. 
| off Oh what terror and trembling, what horror and amazement 
{will ſe;ze on their ſouls that have received this dreadful ſen- 
houſtence of condemnation Y How will they then run like men di- 
; allſtra&ted to the mountains and Bills for covert and ſhelter ? How 
arſeſwill they then beg and yell again for mercy to a judge-that is 
juſtly inexorable ? 1' ſay, juſtly inexorable ro them, having 
ingÞcornfully reje&ed his many IHving invitations, and earneſt be- , 
aiabſcechings by his Minilters, to accept of that peace and reconcili- 
cauſation which he hath purchaſed by his blood. Oh that men would 
hedjconſider, . that one tear or ſigh of a penitent heart will now more 
one, prevail for attainment of mercy, than all their bitter and im- 
rath]portunate yellings in that day of Gods wrath ! 
d in} VII. 4ftey the promulgation of the ſentence, followerh the execution, 
end. fend ſending of the perſons judged to their everlaſting eftate 3 as it is 
mil-ſwritten, And theſe ſhall ga away into everlaſting puniſhment, Matth. 
rom[25. 46. Then ſhall they be hurried by the Devils as their -F aylors 
this}out of Chriſts preſence, and dragg'd into the bottomleſs lake of 
thisJouter- darkneſs, that perpetually burneth with fire and brim{tone, 
manjOh the helliſh cries and horrible ſhrieks that then will be heard ? 
rhatiWhen the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah felt the fire and 
, oforimſtone falling from Heaven upon their heads, And when the 
angearth opened her mouth to ſwallow up: Corab and. his company, 
thisjand they ſaw themſelves going down quick into the pit : Oh the 
zar'scryeswhich were then heard!Oh the ſhrieks which then filled the 
| notÞair ! But alas what were theſe to the oytcryes which will be 
0 &-Jmade? and to the ſcrieches which will be heard ? when the 
hemDevils and reprobate men and women ſhall be violently driven 
par-Jinto hell, never, never to return again. 
riveſ. -Ah ſinner, hadſt thou now a heart to turn from thy fins unto 
gingIGod by true and unfeigned repentance, and topray unto him 
xr offfor mercy in and through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, there were 
ie offhope of mercy. But at the day of judgment thy repentInce 
yordfand thy prayers will nothing avail : the, judge will . not then be 
fingſintreated by thee; and no marvel, ſeeing thou wouldſt not 
rays, Jhearken to him in the day of his merciful viſitation. ; 
nilh-} Oh the folly and madneſs of all wicked men who go an 
ſecurely and  impenitently in : their ſing, till they drop into 
 notÞhell-fire ! Is this thy Wiſdom to fin a while, and burn. for 
(hallever ? to laugh a while, and howl for ever? for a little - 
gels;Imomentary pleaſure here, to ſuffer the vengeance of eternal 
pro-Fffire ? | | 
tion ; Ah ſinner, that thou wouldſt now forethink of this dreadful 
ſurgtime, and w-ful miſery, which bangs over{thine head!ithat —_ 
+1 | | pH 1 | wr tou 
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” as The dreadful condition of the 
thou art alone, thou would(t ſeriouſly cofifider with oy (elf Se 
he certainty aud dreadfulneſs of this day, ſo. what thy confi 
dition is like to be ! that thou mighteſt thereby be ſtirred up td 
make out after Chriſt, by whom thou maiſt eſcape the wrath td c 
come. Now whileſt cif is Preached to thee in the Miniſtry 


the Goſpel, mercy and ſalvation 1s offered,and now if ever is th 
time toaccept it. Oh therefore that now, eyen now in this thyſi 
time and day of grace,thou wouldſt know the things that belong 
to thy peacezthat thou wouldſt now reſolve for Chriſt, reſolve fol 
holineſs 3 and henceforth bid adieu to all thy vain and ſenf 
wayes which are haſtily carrying thee down to that place 
darkneſs, from whence there 1s no redemption. 


— — 


CHAP.YVI. 
 Shewing the miſerable and dreadful condicion of the Vnregenerate af 
the day of Fudgment, 0 og 
H Aving ſhewed you the miſerable eſtate of the unregenerat$ 
at the day of Judgment. I (hall proceed to 'ſhew you thi 
dreadful eftate after the day of Fudgmemt; Which in' general j 
off curſed, and therefore ſaith our Saviour unto them, © ' 
” Depart from me ye curſed. That curſed eſtate is manifeſt, 
1. By privation of all felicity, ; 
2. By ſubjeitionto all miſery, Which miſtery is ſet out ; 
* I. By ſundry reſemblances. 
2, By the place where they abide, 
3-- By the perpetwity thereof. 
Of theſe ia: their cn d 
I; The miſerable and curſed eſtate of the nnregenerate conſif 
in their privation of all that happineſs which believers do enjoy. iv t 
preſence of God, in whoſe preſence their u fulneſs of joy,” and at who 
right hand their are pleaſures ſor evermore., - Were there no poſitis 
_ ſenſible miſery, this privation of Gods preſence were enoughf 
(if they underſtood it ) to make the damneds future eſtate mc 
accurſed, to make hell to be hell without any other fire. Ford 
fnlneſs of joy and pleaſure is had by the enjoying of Gods pre 
ſence; ſo fulneſ(s of grief and ſorrow doth poſſefs the hearts( 
all thoſe-who are deprived thereof. Couldſt thou but for one m( 
ment de wrapt up into Heaven, and ſee a glimpſe of the infiniÞ 
glory which God hath prepared for._all that love and fear hin® 
thou wouldſt ſun acknowledge as much. | 7 
E: - II. Beſides this privation of felicity, there is a ſubjetion to 1[=t 
þ.. mnije1ſs Belides the pain of loſs, there is a pain of fen;/e > wings 
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Unregenerate after the day of Fudgment. - B7 

* Se damned endure; which is in it ſelf intolerable, and uncon- 
ivable. All pains and torments, all racks and tortures whar- 
Sever, which men are capable of ſuffering here, are but ſpargy 
z compariſon of the flames of Gods wrath iwþell; where there is 
Scment without eaſe, ſorrow without folate, darkneſs without 
ght, horzor without comfort, juſtice without mercy, wrath. 
ithout pity, miſery without end. There are no ſorrows like to the 
Srrows of the damned, wherewith the Lord afflifeth them in the day 
bis - fierce wrath, 
J Oh! what weeping and wailing? what ſighing and groaning ? 
hat curſing and banning will there then be heard ? 
The extremity of the torments of hell farther appeareth in 
lis, that they are oſs. Not only this or that partof thy boy 
5 ſhall be tortured and tormented, but every part and member 
ereof. As all have joined in fin, ſo mult they all partake of 
ne torment, 
The pain which men here endure is for the moſt part parti- 
ar, Come pained in their head, ſome in their back, and fome 
[their feee, And ſome of theſe pains are ofttimes ſo extream, as 
hou wouldſt not willingly undergo them to gain a world. But 
it a man to be tortured and tormented in every part and mem- 
rof his body at once, muſt needs be very gievous, which is 
D<condition of all the damned in hell. 
Oh ſinner, in all temptations unto fin, conſider the fearful iſſue 
id effe& thereof 3 and though it ſeem never ſo delightful and a- ' 
eeable to thy natural humour, yet ask, But what comes after ? 
et the dreadful conſequence thereof, which ( without true 
nd unfeigned repentance) is no leſs than eternal fire, deterr 
hee from the ſame, Ahſinner, ſinner, when'thou art bathing 
hy ſoul by the fire of luſt, conſider how for the ſame thou mailt 
urn in the everlaſting flames of hell. And this may be a ſpecial 
eans to-kill that luſt which will otherwiſe kill thy ſoul. Want 

conſideration of the fearful iſſue and efe&s of fin is 
f 5a the cauſe of ſo much ſin and wickedneſs in the 
10hForld, | 
: II. -The miſery of the damned is fet forth in Scripture by ſun- 
Ity refemblances, as, 
| 1. Torment.Luke 16.23: And in hel the vich man lift up bis eyes, be- 
"in torment, Now torment. is an extremi'y of pain, whereof 
 moFvan 15 very ſenſible, and which is highly grievous unto him, 
ake the pains of all diſeaſes incident to our nature, as /fone, 
hinffest, chollick, cramp, or what other can be named. Add alſo 
Acreunto all the moſt exquiſite tortures that cruel men have in- 
0 -@mqted upon others, as rack, ſrapado, boiling in lead, pulling the 
HIPS {rol the bones with bat pinfers , and ſuch like, Add alſo 
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28 he dreadful condition of the 

hereunto. all the atiguiſh; horrour and terrour, that ever 

man felt in his Coul, mind and conſcience 3 let all theſe be je 
ed together, they are but a flea bite in compariſon of hel 

nts, The reaſon is eviden:, becauſe all the fore mention 
orments here endured, may ſtand with Gods love, and are( 
inflikeg on his dear children. But that torment is a fruit of 

wrath, wherein he ſets himſelf to make the finner feel t 

wainar of ys indigndtion. - * * © | 
O fooliſh ſinner, thy pleaſures are tormenting pleaſures; t 
+ gains, are tormenting gains. Now thou drinkeſt the (wet 
but beware, whatever they are in thy mouth, they are torme 
m the belly. Buy not an hours eaſe, or pleaſure, at the price 
an eternity of torment. REN © 
. * 2. Another reſemblance whereby the miſery of the damnet 
- ſet forth, is Fire, as ' Matth, 18. 9. This of all other metaphor 
moſt frequent]y uſed, and of all others it is the fitteft. For fir 
the fierce(t kind of torment that is,and the molt intolerable.Gre 
queſtion 15 made about the kind of it, Whether the fire of. be 
material and corporeal fire, or no. Surely 'tis ſuch a fire as ſhall te 
ment both body and. ſoul, and that much more intolerably tt 
any fire here below. Brimſtone mingled with fire, make 
burn more fiercely ; therefore Brimfone is oft added to hell-f 
fo aggravate the torment thereof, Yea it is ſaid Rev. 20. 10. 
be a lake of fire and brimftone, which implyeth a great quantl 
thereof, to make it the hotter. | | 
Fire here below uſeth to burn moſt fiercely in a furnace,whe 
it is kept in, Therefore hell is ſaid to be a furnace, and thath j\ 
flaming fire, Matth, 13. 42. The Furnace into which the thigh; 
Children were caſt, was exceding fierce, being made fevdh,, 
times hotter than it was. wont to be. But how fierce atrn 
dreadful will this Furnace be, whoſe fire is unſpeakably hottqh#; 
than that was at the hotteſt ? 0h who is able to dwell in this devouf 
ing fire? who amongſt us ſhall dwell in thoſe everlaſting burning 
There was a fearful crying and ſhrieking when the Lord ſentfy; 
deluge of water to drown the old World, how did the pote x 
creatures run up and. down for ſhelter in that deluge ? Oh by 
what bitter crying and ſhrieking will there be in hell ? Whenſiſ; 
froxy ftream hall go? vt from the throne of God, and poor damne Pe 
WT creatures ſhall run hitker, and thither, and not get a drop 
Water to cool their ſcorched tongues, ' 

Ah-ſinner, ſinner, how canit thou but quake-and tremble 
| the thought of this fire ? at which the very Devils do quake at1f 
tremble. Suppoſe thon wert condemned to becaſt { as many$ it 
the Martyrs were ) into a boyling Caldron, or flaming fire ? 1-1 
how dreadful and terrible would” the apprehenſion thereof hn 
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_ Unregenerate after the day of Fudgment. "BG 
of to thee ? and how wouldſt thou cry and roar through the 
- JOS:tremiy of the torment ? But alas, what isa boyling Caldron 
vel that boyling Sea of fire and brimſtone ? . And what is a | 
non ning fire of Wood and Coal here, to the fire of helt kept , 1 
are® higheſt flame by the breath of Gods wrath ? Surely this as 1 
Ir furpaſeth that in heat, as our Chimney fire doth exceed the 
ll painted on the Wall; | | 
| This methinks ſhould ſowr the pleaſure of all thy ſinful luſts, 
4 provoke thee forthwith to ſet upon that ſtricter courſe of 
(wee e, that more ſerious circumſpet& conſcientious walking, 
rMBtereby thou maiſt eſcape theſe heavy things. 
rey Ah finner, look about thee while it is called to day, run over , 
Chriſt, lay hold on his righteouſneſs, ſtoop to his Scepter, 
neg of God that whatſoever he deny thee, he would not deny 
Son to thee, by whom alone thou canſt be freed from this 
r fir menting fire.» Otherwiſe woe and alas that ever thou wert 
= I11l, 
hel gut oh how wonderfully prodigal are we generally of onr 
Il tails! when that for the vile things here below we are fo ready 
proſtitute them to the luſt of Satan, and to expoſe them to 
KEY. torments of hell-fire. Whereas alas, what i it to gain the 
UI-WB:r1d, and to loſe or Souls ? What, to ſpend our days in mirth 
10. Fd jollity, and in a moment to be caſt into hell ? It is eaſie for a 
allSire unbelieving ſoul to read and hear of this fire. But woe 
d ten thouſand woes to all ſuch who thall feel andendure, 
Wind prove by their experience how hot it is. 
that iy. The miſery of the damned is likewiſe ſetforth in Seri- 
re, by the - perperzity, and eternity of their torment, Their 
(evif., dyeth not, and their fire & not quenched, but contirueth to” 
* aSirn without end, And therefore is called unquenchable fire , 
Ottah; werlaſting fire. AS the Salamander is ſaid to. livein thehnres . 
008 [all the wicked live for ever in the fire of hell. Though 
mytey ſeek for death, yet they thall not find it 3 though they be 
entÞrays burning, yet they (hall not be conſumed. - Which makes 
emiſery of the damned in hell moſt exquiſitely miſerable, 
h bYMen in miſery comfort themſelves with hope of an end. The 
Vhiſoner with hope of -Goal deliveryz the Gally-flave with 
mig"e of 'a ranſome 3; only the poor wretches in hell have no 
oP Þpe of freedom and liberty atall;z they are as far from ay end 
v their torments, as at tHe firſt beginnjng and entrance there- 
eto, - x | 19832 
e ly lf their might be an end of their torments, though it fſtronld 
iter {d many millions of years, as there are Sands on 'the 
? S+lhore, or Stars in the Firmament, it would be ſome 
or Wntort- to thole who endure them, - But Eternity 4s, the 
ww | | 4. + - 0 
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20 | the dreadful condition of the 
very hell of hells, and that which moſt of all breaks the ver 
hearrs of the damned, The preſent ſenſe of pain being not 
grievous to the damned, as it is to think that after thouſandgh,, 
ea thouſand thouſands of years, they ſhall be as far eithd} 
* pad end or-from eaſe, as they were the firſt hour of their falli ” 
into it; x 
-Ah ſinner, thou art not now able toendure the ſudden ſcord 
of a fire, not to hold one of thy fingers over the flame of fie; 
Candle for a quarter of an hour. How wilt thou then endureſſ.y 
lye in a fiery flaming Furnace, not only an hour, of a day, þ 
years, yea millions of years? What heart can think of tl 
without: horror and amazement ? | er 
Thou ſinnedſt in thine eternity, and therefore muſt ſuffer in 
eternity, Thou ſinned againſt an infinite God, deſpiſing his Ski 
finite grace and mercy, and the infinite merits of Chriſt, agyf 
wouldſ have drawn out thy fin to the length of eternity ; ay 
therefore muſt ſuffer an infinite,eternal puniſhment. Thou nevſea 
heartily repentedſt of thy fins, and therefore God will never ther 
' Pent him of thy ſufferings, This.is the day of Gods long- ſ»fhul 
ing, and that will be the day of. thy long-ſuffering, when thite 1 
ſhalt ſuffer long for thine abuſing the long-ſuffering of God. ret 
Ab finnet, ſinner, what ſtupidity hath ſeized on thee thihei 
thou ſhouldſt be lyable to eternal torments.in hell, and yet live} v 
careleſly and prophanely, as if it did no way atall concern thu 
Know for certain; that though thou doſt nor as yet feel theſe taut 
ments, yet thou art every moment {ſubje&, , and haſting the 
unto. A cloud of fire and brimſtone hangeth over thine heh 
and the Lord knoweth, how ſuddenly it may fall upon thee. 
is certainly decreed in heaven, that if thon turn not here ft T] 
thy ſins unto God, by true and unfeigned repentance, and tu þ 
over anew leaf, leading a new courſe of life, thou ſhalt lyei 
lake of brimſtone to all eternity 3 and thou knoweſt not how ſo 
God may ſeal the warrant for thine execution, ere 
Oh finner, that I could prevail with thee, once a day to ſigei: 
thy thoughts in a ſerious meditation of the Eternity of hell Sea 
ments. Certainly it would abate the heat of thy luſts, and thre 
off the edge of thy love to thy moſt pleaſing vanities, and Mey; 
thee in the eager purſuit of thy carnal pleaſures; For wol 
..,.thou be content to run the hazard of ſuch torments for thy 
ſent eaſe? of {uch plagues for thy prefent pleaſures ? of 
an eternity for a few zocund hours ? Oh when wilt thou aw 
, from this folly 3 2 
F Thou who now giveſt up thy ſelf to the gratifying of. tbyKr 
. * Fulluſts, to the ſatisfying of thy beutith pleaſures, who art ſouſer 
daily to- the fleſh, ſowing oaths, and curſes, ont iyey an) . 
{27 \ ik 
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| VOnregenerate after he day of Fndgment. 31 
verylteries, &c. without conſidering what a bitter harveſt thou 
ot {@alt have after ſuch a black ſeed-time : ſhould I but ask thee, 
andgow much pleaſure thou woudlft take to iye but one day in ſuch 
{the burning Furnace, as Nebuchadnezzars was, after it was heated 
allinSren times more for the three Children ? I dare boldly ſay, thou 
- Fouldſt not lye therein one quarter of an hour for allthe lea- 
cordres and riches in the World. How is it then, that for a little 
: of eaſure, which endureth but for a moment, thou doſt ſollittle 
urel&-ard the lying in the Furnace of hell fire toalleternity ? 

' > df In the fear of God therefore often think as of the” extremity, ſo 
f thiF the eternity of hell-torSents. Methinks the very thought. 
ereof ſhould forthwith call off the drankard from following 
1 Giffe Ale-houſe with his vain companions : and the ſwwearer from 
usiking the name of God ſo often in vain : and the voluptuous per- 
ds from his ſenſual delights, ' and wanton dalliances : and the 
3 aſridling from his. immoderate ſeeking after earthly riches and 
nenffealures 3 and cauſe every of them out of hand to ſet upon ano- 
'er rhjer and a wiſer courſe, to mind the good of their immortal 
ſ»fhuls, and bethink themſelves in earneſt how they might eſcape 
wrath to come, to caſt away ſin, to cry after mercy, to run 
er to Jeſus Chriſt, with their tongues, with their eyes, with 
> eir hearts full of prayers, Lorg ſave me or I periſh; Lord teach 
ive what I muſt do to be ſaved. Lord pardon me, Lord tarn me, Lord 
 thBaZifie me, Lord belp me that Icome mot into this place of torment. 
ſe taut when will the folly of fools depart from them ? Oh the ſtu- 
tha@ndious brutiſhneſs of this mad and ſenſual world ! though 
hetey know theſe things, and have been forewarned of them, 
e- $t they have not the heart to fly from the wrath rocome. 
2 ft Thus much for the clearing aud ſetting forth. of the firſt truth 
1 ti be embraced towards the working of regeneration in mens 
e uls namely, That every man in his ſtate of unregeneracy us in a miſer- 
{oſs and dreadfel condition. Wherein I have the longer inſiſted, that 
ereby I might ſtartle and awaken unregenerate men out of 
0 fir caraal ſecurity, unto a lively ſenſe and apprehenſion of the 
ell Feadful danger they are in, ſo long as they live and lye in their \ 
d Firegenerate eſtate 3 and ſo countermine the great deſign of the 
d evil againſt their ſoals, which is to keep them blindfold and 
yOURnorant of their wretched miſerable ſtate, by perſwading them 
iy Weir condition is as good and ſafe as the belt. For certainly 
f ere they but ſenſible of their preſent condition, how they 
aWtere loſt and undone for ever, if they ſhould dye: im their na- . 
al and unregenerate eſtate, the Devil with all his skill and 
bySining would be hard pur to it to perſwade them to live ano- 
[oWfler day therein, left they ſhould ſuddenly be ſnatch'd away to 
all; would they thea turn ſuch.a deaf earto the Voice of the: 
nuke | | |  . Golpal? 
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_ 3 -- yy Mere ts hope of Mercy | 
. © Goſpel? would they then makeſuch excuſes, and make ſuch di 
lays when Chriſt calls them go repentance ? I canmyr be at the pain} 
Ic annot bear the labour and the ſorrow of a penitent life, I canna{ffid 
; part with mine eaſe, my pleaſures, my friends and companions, at 
. beſt, not yet awhile, Oh the ſenſe of an hell would filence al 
{uch excuſes, and (ſhake off all ſnch delays. To day, to dayggf : 
my ſoul hearken to thy: Lord, leſt it be too late by to mor 
rYoOW, | 1 
Now ſtand ſinner, ſtand and pauſe awhile on what hath bee 
hitherto ſpoken. Look back and conſider, Is this thy ſtate ? 1» 
this thy portion which hath hithetro Men deſcribed ? Art thou"! 
\ Cnner, a wilful and jmpenitent ſinner, and doth not all this befpit 
long to thee ? - ſearch the Scriptures, believe the Scriptures, an(Þ"; 
then ſay if this be not the place of then that know not God, anti! 
obey not the Goſpel of Chriſt. -- But what ſaiſt thou, is it goodo! 
for thee to be here ? Is this a ſtate to acquieſcein ? to be at eaſ; 
and fecure, to be ſo merry and jolly in ? I this the ſtate tha 
art (o loth to be delivered-from ? Doſt thou hang over the burn 
ing furnace by the ſmall thread: of thy life, which as ſoon asit 
15 ſnap'd off, thou tumbleſt headlong into this bottomleſs: gulf a1 
and doſt thou ſcoff and ſcorn at the poor Miniſters and Embaſſi 
dours of Chriſt that come to thee only to ſnatch thy ſoul out off 
this amazing danger ? ELIOT ISNT, 
But hearken ſinner, wilt thou eſcape ? wilt thou be redeemF 
ed? wilt thou be delivered from all this ? would he be a meſſer 
ger of good tydings, -wouldſt thou bid him welcome that-ſhoull 
bring thee news of -redemption from all-this? why, is there; 
ny hope of that ? hope of deliverance, hope of ſalvation ? wha 
for (uch a ſinner, what from ſo great deſtru&ion ? what is there h 
any hope for ſuch a great ſinner ? ſuch an hardened fianer, fuchF*r« 
an old ſinner, that hath even one foot already tn hell ?- why will 2 
thou hearken 2 conſider, conſider, what ſhall further be ſpokenF - 
and thou ſhalt ſee that there is yetrhops for thee, even for thi” 
_concerning'this thing ; as great as thy ſins are, as great as thy 
davgers, if thou wilt yet hearken;there is hope that thou maillf 
be faved. | | 
— _ — —: 
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CHAP, VII, 
Sheweth that there is hope of Mercy for the worſt of Sinnirs,. © - 


i H. A Nether truth to be embraced in order to thy Regeneft: A 
© <> tion,is this, That there is hops of mercy for the greateſt ſine, 
++. Though the condition of wen jn their ſtats of unregoneras 
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for the 2w0rflof ſinners, - 
| dic very deplorable, yet it is not deſperate; there is hope of mer- 
rings for the worlt of them; which will appear from a due con- 

leration, LEES ©: 

off 1. Of Gods willingneſs to ſave the worſ# of finuers, 
 alf 2. Of the all-ſufficiency of Chrifts Sacrifice, - | 
08 3. Of Chrifts readineſs to embrace all poor ſinners, who will but 
norome unto him, and recerve him upon the terms of th: Goſpel. 

I, Gods- willingneſs to ſave the worſ# of ſenners, appeareth from 
beef free offer and tender of Chriſt ro all who will but recerue hint by the 
? 1nd of faith; as none are named, fo none are exciuded. The 
ou Angel that brought from Heaven the tydings of Chrifls birth, 
; beÞith, that it was for-all people, Beho'd, ſaith he, -I bring you ty- 

ings of great joy, which ſhall be to all people, Luke 24 19. There 

Sing no ftate or condition of men which God hath excluded 
Som Salvation by Chriſt, which doth clearly evidence his wil 
Sngne(s to ſave poor ſinners. 

Oh ſinner, ſeeing God doth freely offer Chriſt. to all, without 

xception of any, do not thou except thy (elf, limit not where - 

od hath notlimited 3 ſay not I am unworthy, or\my fins are 
any and heynous; cloathed with many aggravating circums 
Fnc3s3 burr up thy felf to adventure thy foul on Chriſt, up= 


M-t' ce general offer of him in the Goſpel. The tir work »of 
ith in many hath been to adventure their ſouls on Chriſt upon 


Me free offer of -him-to all indefinitely, Do thou in like man- 
r adventure to-caſt thy ſelf upon the free grace of God in ' 
. . #3 + 4 l " . 
Whriſt, with reſolution to abandon thy luſts for the time to come, 
-zÞd to take Chriſt for thy Lord and Husband, as well as for thy 
Wieſt-and Saviour, This is that which God. requirethz and if 
& hath perſwaded thine heart to this, it is a good: ſign that 
Wercy is intended for thee. R 

il 2. His willingneſs further apprareth by his ſending Miniſters as 
1 Ambaſſadors wnto poor ſinners, upon term; of peace and reconcili=' 
lon, as the Apoſtle expreſieth in 2 Cor. 5. 20. We Fe Ambaſia- 
5 to beſeech yore ta be reconciled to God. As if he had (aid, We 
e commanded by the Lord our Maſter, to offer you terms of 
ace and reconciliation, to profiler you peace and pardon, 1f 
..Þu will heartily turn from your lins into Cod, We are ſent as 
Snbaſſadours to acquaint vou, what Chriſt hath done and fſuf- 
d for your redemption, how he hath fulfilled the Law for 
Ju,” and. offered up his life as a Sacrivice aud fſatisfaftion te 
dls juſtice for your (ins, and how you may be happy for ever, 
yoſi will reſt upon Chriſlts perfe& righteouſneſs .and all-ſufici- 
at Sacrifice for. life and ſalvatio::, and give up.your ſelves un- 
Fiim, to ſerve and obey his laws. and commandments: , I do : 

485 therefore as Gods Amyaſiagdour, in his name, prochunrhy 
—_ ; CT ; " 
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zz 34 There ts hoph of Mercy " 
| the worſt of you, to the greatelt and oldeſt ſinner ; that yagh, 
may have mercy and Salvation, if you will abandon your luſt, 
-— and cloſe with Jeſus.Chriſt, upon the terms of the Goſpel, x; ; 
+” ceiving him for your King, Prieft and Propher, 
Is 3. kr doth likewiſe appear from the greatneſs of 
patience in bearing with ſinners. For the Lord having uſed of 
means for\the converſion of poor ſinners, he waits with mug 
patience and long-ſuffering for their repentance ; to ſee whethe 
they will tukn from their ſins unto him or no. He waits up 
the Swearer, the Drunkard,. the Whoremaſter, rhe covetouſ, 
Worldling day after day, week after week, year after year 
crying after-them, Oh when wilt thou leave thy Swearing, thi 
Drinking, thy 'Whoring, thy Covetouſneſs, and the like ? Anfl | 
when will thy prophane heart be ſanetified ? Oh ſinner, who aſh 
now grown old in ſin, how long hath the Lord waited on thee 
for ſhame} let him wait no longer, but turn thee, turn the 
from thy wicked ways and courſes, that thou maiſt receive me F 
. cies from him. This patience of God towards ſinners, m 
needs evidence his willingneſs to have them ſaved. For if 0 
194 had not been willing, he would have cut them, off long ag | 
* & and have dealt with them as he did with the Devils, who halle. 
#& * no ſooner ſinned, but he clapt his chains upon them, and fill ' 
ſerves them to the great day in chains of darkneſs. 

II. That there is hope of mercy for the worſt of ſinners, ; 
peareth fom the all- ſufficiency of Chriſts Sacrifice offered upon the Croſh... 
and the fulneſs of ſatisfaition that was thereby made to the juſftial, ho 
God for the fins of the whole World, So much the Apoſtle expreſ;,/ 
ſeth, where he ſaith, He is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, 1 p 

come unto God by him. The word tranſlated, wttermef, is of ;,. 
very largeextent, it extends ſo far that we cannot look beyonfl,, 

it, no not in our thoughts ; for let a man imagine his caſe to, 
never ſo deſperate, his ſins to be never (0 many and heynouſfſ,,. 
yet Chriſt by his death is able to ſave him from them all. oh 

And therefore this we muſt lay as a foundation-truth, tt y 
Chrifts Sacrifice was a full ſatisfattion to the juſtice of bus Father ll, 

the fins of the World ;, 1t being the Sacrifice of the Son of God, 
ven of: him who was God as well as man. For this is that whi 
added an infinite value to what Chriſt did and ſuffered for « 
redemption, that it was the obedience and the ſafferings of 
F "Son of God, of him. who was God <qual with the Fathe 
FF; whereupon the b/ood of Chriſt, whereby we are redeemed is callfit., 
q *Y ed 1 Pet.1,19. Prectors blood being of infinite price and mer is C 
©. able to countervail and anſwer for all our ſins, and to free us frahy1; 
6 <tte puniſhment due unto us for the ſame. \ ha 
$7.:Ladour therefore to get thine heart truly ſatisfied M N _ on 
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for the worſt of ſinners. 232 
Yohuſi ciency of Chriſts Szcrifice, that his death was. a foll ſatis* 
ulsF:&ion to Gods jultice for thy fins 3 for otherwiſe when either 
Shy conſcience or the Devil begin to aggravate thy ſins, andto 
et before thee the number and the heynoufne(s of them, thou 
Wrilt be at a lofs, and even ready to (it down in deſpair 3 where« 
d &s if thou didlt clearly apprehend what a full ſatista&ion the 
leath of Chriſt was to Gods juſtice for all thy ſins, thou wouldff 
Fot fear what either thy conſcience or the Devil could obje&t a= 
painſ(t thee. Beloved, the cafe between God and, us and our: 
yaviour Jeſus Chriſt, is not much unlike the caſe of a Creditor,” 
Debtor, and a Surety, Though the debtor be altogether un- 
ble to (arisfie his debt, or to contribute any thing, rhereunto 
et if his Surety have fully diſcherged the debt, :and cancelled 
She bond; the debtor is ſafe enough from impriſvnmenr , or 
langer of arreſt. In like manner though we were much in- 
Web:ed unto God, and were no way able to make the leaſt ſatis- 
S:&ion for our ſins; yet ſeeing our Surety Jefas Chriſt hath ta= 
en upon him the debt of our fins, and fully ſatisfied Gads jufiice 
or the ſame,. by offering-up his own life as an all-ſufficient Sa- 
dFrifice upon the Croſs, we (hall not need ro fear the accuſations 
ingce, or of carnal reaſon, or of all the Pevils in hell; 
t we do apply the merits of Chrifts death unto our own ſouls 
omfort. | ; 
 Y 111. That there i5 hope of mercy for the worlt of ſinners, ap- 
'eareth from Chrifts Willingneſs, to rector and embrace all poor finuers 
ho will but come uwto him, and veceiye bim upon the, rerms of the 
Woſpel, . - - © | | bibs: 
% Chrifts Willingneſs appeaveth from his frequent perſaual invita- 
i ions of all ſorts of ſinners, even the worſe to come una him for life 
1d ſalvation, as Matth. 11. 28. Come muta me ail ye 3hat labaun, 
ſnd are heavy laden, and | will give you reſt. In which we find ng 
Fception either of perſons or fin» 3 but whoſoever t-pu art , 
ich or poor, [male or femalez how many and heynous foever 
; Wilhy fins are, if thou art bnt ſenſible of them, thou art invited to 
ur | ounto Jeſus Chriſt, and to caſi thy ſzIf, and the burden of thy 
C2, Fs upon him. ,. -, | e 
willy And Rev. 22.17. Let him that is a thirſt come. AnFxuberyer vil, 
Or Ot bim take the water of life freely; That is, in-\ whothſoever * 
Pt Vere is but an earneſt will, and longing deſirs to partake of ' 
ithe riſt, and of the benefits of his death and paſſion, they are in- 
5 Cuited to come unto him. Now theſe gracious invitations of Te- 
merSis Chriſt unto pcor thirſty finnersto come unto him, that thee. 
5 Pls might live, muſt needs argue his incomparable willingags 
have them ſaved. | : 


St 


2- Chriſts Wilkngneſz appeareth m_ his end of coming into. 
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” 36 There ts hope of Mercy, Oc, : | 
the World, which wasto' ſave poor loſt ſinners. -He eame fron 
Heaven to earth for this very end, that he might ſend us from 

' Earth to Heaven. The Son of God became the ſon of man 
That we the ſons of men might become the ſons of God. Cer 
tainly that Chriſt ſhould come'out of Heaven, to keep us out of 
hell, that he ſhould uncrown himſelf to Crown us, muff} 
needs argue a wonderful willingneſs in him to have poor ſinner | 
ſaved. 

3. Chrifts Willingneſs appeareth by his rejefting of none who ſincer 
ty go unto bim.though never ſo weak and worthleſs in themſelves Never 
did any ſinner go to himy but he accepted of him, as himſelf ex 
preſſetl1, 4!! that the Fathoy giveth me, ſhall come to me,and him that c 
eth unto me, I'will i» #& Wiſe caſt out ; but receive him to merey © 
Hath Chriſt promifea 3, and will he not be as good as hig ” 
Word ? Did he evelſþ@ak his word with any poor ſoul, thoug © 
never ſo unworthy Did he ever caſt away any who camg”' 
unto him ? And is henot the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for every © 

Go ſinner, fear not, go upon the credit of this word, which |} dt 
hath ſpoken,7 ill in no wiſe caſf them out, Though the Devi] (ay be 
gonot;though thy miſgiving heart ſay,go.not,he will not regati of 
thee, he will never look on ſuch a vile wretch, he will caſt the f 
out ; yet ſince he hath ſaid, He avill not, go and thou ſhalt fin b; 
mercy. 

Thus have by ſeveral demonſtrations proved, as God the £, ”2 
#hers willingneſs to ſave the worſt of ſinners; So Chrifts readine(; 
embrace all poor finners who will but come unts him for life an ſol " 
vavon ; And oh that the conſideration thereof would melt third, 
heart into tears of unfeigned ſorrow for thy ſins paſt, and fi { 
thee up to turn from them unto God by hearty repentarice, an ** 
to clote with Jeſus Chriſt _ the terms of the Goſpel, of ©" 

'That I could prevail with thee, as to give a bill of divorce” 

-thy hiſts and corruptions, fo to give up thy ſelf unto Chriſt, anf} 

' toadventure thy foul upon him, reſting upon his perfe& right 

| onſneſs, and all-ſufficient Sacrifice for the pardon of thy 

"Here, and for eternal like and falvation hereafter ! If Chriſt t 
fo willing to receive thee, why ſhould not thon be willing t 

' go unto him, and that with confidence of acceptance ? Salv** 

tion is this day offered unto thee, the golden Scepter is held c 

unto thee, Oh ſtretch forth the hand of faith to lay hold and er 

brace the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo ſhalt thou be happy to all ere: 
nity, For whoſoever believeth in Foeſws Chriſt ſhall not periſh, but huſ*® 

_everlaiting life, Thus much of the truths t0 be embraced in order to 
#Regencration. 
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ze Sheweth the Duties to be praftiſed in order t0 your Regeneration, 
IT of 


= Aving ſhewed you the truths to be embraced in order to 
» [4 your Regeneration; I comenow to the Dwties on your part 
tobe practiſed, and performed. 

I, From the conſideration of the dreadfulneſs of thy condi- 
Io; tion, ſo long as thou continueſt in thine unregenerate eſtate, 

and of the hope thou haſt of a bleed change z fir up in thy ſelf 
revll 1 earneſt, longing, reſtleſs deſire after the new birth, that thou maſt 
4 ja truth lay, O that I were Regenerate and born anew! 0h that the 
f Image of the Devil might b» razed out, and the Image of God im- 
"I printed in me! O that a bleſſid change wert®&wrought i my ſayl, a 
change from mature to grace, from darkneſs to light, from the. King- 
dom of Satan to the Kingdom of the Lord Feſw! Oh that I might 
become a new creature, renewed throughout, in all the faculties 
of my ſoul,and all the parts of my body, 
1 And know for thy comfort , if thou canſt find any ſuch 
Jlonging deſire in thy foul, thou art not far from this new 
J birth, from the work of Regeneration in thy ſoul. For this 
longing deſire after\this new birth, will put thee upon the uſe 
of all ordinances and means God hath ſan&ified for the attaining 
nereof, | 
| II. Labour to get thine heart deeply nnd throughly nffefted with a 
ſenſe of thy miſerable condition by nature. It is not ſufficient to 
Fknow: thy condition to be ſad and gloradſa ſo long as thoy 
 TJtontinueſt in thine unregenerate eſtate : but thy care and endea- 
__ Jvour muſt be to get thine heart throughly atie&ted therewith. 
Which will ftir thee up to ſeek, after Feſus Chriſt for help and deliver 
Yance. - As.the man ſlayer under the Law, being purſued by the 
Izvenger of blood, betook himſelf to a City of refuge for ſhelter 
Jand defence. So the poor ſinner purſued by the Hue and Cry of 
his ſins, betakes himſelf unto Jeſus Chris, whois a true City of 
tefuge to all who fly unto him. Yea the more ſefilible auvy man 
js of his miſery by ſin, the more will he haften after Jeſus Chriſt. 
And certainly one ſpecial reatun why Chriſt is ſo little ſought 
Jafter by many 3 and Fis gracious invitations fo lighted and neg- 
eted, is becau'e they are not ſenſible of the woful plight and 
ondition wherein they are by nature, 7 
. ©. If any (ball ack, tow may 1 get my heart deeply afct- 
ed with a ſenſe of my miſerable condition by nature ? 
. As 1, Steep thy thoughts frequently in a - _4 meditation of thy 
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A zu "Zleans 0 our part?" 
fad and deplorable condition, ſo long as thou continues in thine unye« 
generate eſtate, How thou art no hetter than a ſervant toſlin, and 
a ſlave to thy luſts, under the bondage and command of Satan, 
doing his drudgery 3 yea and under the curſe of God, and guilt 
of all thy fins ; and lyable to all ſorts of Judgments, both tem. 
poral, ſpiritual and eternal, Conſider likewiſe the miſeries which 
Will accompany thee at thy death, and after thy death, even at 
the day of Judgment, and after the day of Judgment, when 
thou ſhalt not only be deprived of all happineſs, but expoſed to 
ſuch miſeries, as neither the tongue of man can expreſs, nor the 
heart of man conceive, and that to all eternity, if thou dieſtÞ 
in thy unregenerate eſtate, Ah ſinner, if thou wouldſt but 
frequently chew this bitter pill, it would not only purge thee of 
thy ſinful corruptioys and noylome humours, which now are 
predominant in .thee, but likewiſe exceedingly make to thy 
Jpiritual health ang welfare. | 
2. Beearnft with God in prayer that by buy ſpirie he would con- 
vince thee of thy miſerable condition by nature, and make thee truly and 
#hroughly ſenſible thereof, 
III. Labour to be truly humbled for thy fins as the cauſe of thy 
Preſent ſad condition. Its not ſufficient to get thine heart in ſome 
meaſure affeted with the ſenſe thereof, but thy care muſt like- 
wiſe be to get thine heart into an humbled and broken frame for 
the ſame. - To this end, ' 
: I, Look back into thy life, and call to mind as many of thy fins a#hi 
poſſibly thou canſt; the lins of thy youth, as well as of thy riperſ 
years; thy ſins of omiſſion as well as thy fins of commiſſion; yea 
the ſins of thy holy ſervices. ' Eſpecially call to mind the great-Þ 
eſt and groſcſt of thy ſins, though they were committed longſſi 
AgO0. 2:88 BE | | 
2. Conſider together with the number, the heynouſueſs of thy ſins. To 
this end call to mind the aggravating circumſtances of them, as 
how thou haſt ſinned againſt the mations of Gods ſpirit, the ad- 
monitions of his Miniſters, the cheeks of thine own conſcience, 
atHnft the light of nature, againſt the patience and long-ſuffer- 
ing of God, which iLould have led thee to repentance, þ 
!' 3. Seriouſly conſider the fearful threatuing s againſt ſin, and fin- 
wr, Which. are all judgments and plagues here; and eternal 
death and condemnation hereafter ; and apply them to thy ſelf, 
* reaſoning thus, 1f the leaft tranſgreſſion of the law deſerveth thi 
 817ſe of God, yea all judgments and plagu's here, and eternal cow 
demnation hereafter ; then how many curſes and plagues ? what and 
bÞotugreat condemnation have 1 deſerved ? who have committed fins i 
i. wtmerable for uumber, and beynous in their quality. And withallwhi 
2 conſiderthe truth and faithfulneſs of God in making good hi 
 reaenings as well as his promiſes. | 4. By 


for attaining of Regeneration, 39 
4. Beg this great Mercy of an humbled heart from Ged. For it is he 
rho muſt ſtrike our ſtony hearts, theſe hard Rocks of ours, be- 
1, Wore they can yield zny water of true repentance 3 and that thy 
It ſhrayer may be the more prevalent, plead the gracious promiſe of 
1- food, to T3 away the flony heart out of thy fl:ſh, and to give thee an 
h Bart of {t?(b. 
at Rn ee to give a preſent bill of divorce to all thy finful luſts 
-n fund pleaſures, ntterly to ronounce and forſake thine old ſinful courſe 
to þf life, and 10 ſet upon a new courſe, to ſerve God in holineſs and 
16 ightcouſne [5 all the remaining part of thy life. It's vain for thee to 
ſt lament and bewail thy pat ſins, if thon wilt not give over thy 
aning trade, For as the Apoſile adviſeth, Thou muſt firſt pus 
f the old man with his corrupt luſts, before thon put on the new man. 
hou therefore who haſt accuſtomed thy ſelf, to ſwearing and 
rſing, to wioring and drinking,-to ſcoffing and railing a- 
* ainit the people of God, reſolve to (wear and curſe no more, 
0 whore and drink no more, to ſcoff and rail no more : but caſt 
em away with deteſtation, avoiding the places and occaſions 
f theſe ſins. For it is a vain thing to think thy ſelf ſtrong e- 
tough to abſtain from any fin, when thou canſt not withdraw 
hy ſelf from the occaſions theregf. 
Ah ſinner, if thou haſt any regard to thy precious ſoul, it will 
e thy wiſdom ſpeedily to reſolve to leave thine old courſe of 
ife, and to turn over a new leaf. Think not of peace with God, 
huleſt thou art at peace with ſin. Think not that thine old ſcores 


tot thy ſelf, thy divorce from ſin, and thy marriage with Chriſt 
fuſt be both on the ſame day. And count not thy ſelf divorced, 
eFill thou and thy ſins be parted. Reſolve this day to have done 
'Fith thy old wayes for ever. At once give Chriſt his welcome, 
d thy luſts their farewell. 

asf 1, Be ſure thou do not ground thy reſolutions upon any confidence in 
ad-Phine own frength, but 1n the flrength of Feſuws Chrift, without 
ce,Fwhoſe aſſiſtance thou canſt do nothing, 

2. Back thy reſolutions with Prayer. As thou doſt reſolve in the 
race and firength of God to abandon thy luſts, to forſake thy 
ormer wicked and ungodly courſe of life ; ſo be earneſt witn 
od in prayer for power and flrength againſt the power and 
irength of ſin. For as it is Gods power by which alone thou 
an't keep down the power of thy luſts, fo prayer is thtEmeans 
omÞlan&ified for the obtaining thereof. Oh therefore pray, and 
anlPray-earneltly, yea add"faſting to thy prayers. For old fins to 


mÞh:ch thou halt been-long accuſtomed, are like thoſe Devils, 
which poſſeſſed the man from his youth, which could not be % 


buFaſt out without faſting and prayer.. 
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= 46 X vans owour part, + | 
+ 3: Secondthy Prayers with thy diligence and faithful endeavourye: 
feriving against thy luſts and corruptions, though never ſo ſweet auld; 
dear unto thee, | | re 
4. Frequently call to mind the reſolutions thou haſt made of a ſpeed 
and through reformation, which will be an eſpecial means to keeglo 
them frelh in memory, and a freſh remembrance of them wilfth 
ſtir thee up to a conſcionable performance of them. eg 
5.0fien renew thy reſolutions. It is not ſufficient frequently to ng; 
view thy reſolutions, but thou mult likewiſe frequently rene y, 
them, For a reſolution renewed 15 as new made, and thereJ 0 
by becometh freſh and vigorous. And truly there is great powefſd« 
in a reſolution, when it is freſh upon the heartz new cords arg, 
ſtrong. _ ' | : ol 
V. Having reſoly:d to give abill of divorce ts thy ſinful lufts au {o 
pleaſures, make chorce of Chriſt for thy Lord and Husband, as well aff th 
for thy Pri:ft and Saviour, Take him as the Bride doth her Brill ay 
groom for better for worſe, for richer and poorer, with his crol de 
as well as with his Crown; reſign and give up thy (ſelf unto ChriſtY lit 
to be ruled and governed, ordered and diſpoſed in all thingfo, 
by him: and reſolve as to caſt thy (elf at the feet of Chriſt in ſubÞde 
3eXion to him, ſo to caſt thy ſelf into the arms of Chriſt, and up]. 
on his ſhoulder, for Salvation from him : adyenture thy ſoul up 
on him, reſt upon his perfe& righteouſneſs, and all-ſufficien 
Sacrifice for the pardon of thy ſins here, and for eternal life ani 
Salvation hereafter. SR | Ot; 
Let the conſideration of thoſe many melting invitations 
Jeſus Chriſt unto poor ſinners to come unto him, ſtir thee vptg y1 
gounto him, to caſt thy ſelf into the merciful and meritoriouf 
arms and embracements of thy Crucified Saviour, to throi 
thy ſelf upon his grace and mercy. As God hath laid thy kſyſ, 
upon him, ſo do thou lay thy hope apon him, both for the pardof] »x, 
of thy (ins paſt, and for/power againſt ſin for the time to come] 
for grace here, and glory hereafter, ſaying, if I periſh, I wile, 
periſh in the jarms of Feſws Chriſt, And if thou canſt bring uf js, 
thine heart to this, then is the match made between Chriſt any 
thy ſoul; ſo that thou maiſt with confidence ſay, Chrif is ming;y; 
and Iam hs, | 10f 
And oh whata joyful day will this be unto thee ? In thi}, p 
conliſteth thy new birth, and work of Regeneration, whereby 
thou art become a new creature, This day is ſalvation comes, 
to thy heart; All other things are but preparatives unto-this. hat 
Though thou haſt hitherto been a* great ſinner, yet e. 
now thou wilt abandon thy ſins, and thus embrace Jen 
Tock ,\ thou ſhalt have him given to thee,. and all thy finfljer 
by 


tely forgiven thee, Oh why wilt thou negle& ſo great ſalon 
G | | '— vation. 
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for attaining of Regeneration. 4t © 
ration ? Oh do not deferr the doing it one day longer. But to 
day, even now that Chriſt is freely offered unto thee, reſolve to 
receive him. 
ed And be not diſcouraged out of fear, that becauſe thou haſt ſo 
ceeflong refuſed to chooſe and embrace Jeſus Chriſt, therefore now 
wilfthe time is pait,- But know that ſo long as the Lord continueth 
calling, and inviting thee by his Word and Spirit, ſo long the 
0 rday of grace laſteth, The golden Sceprter is this day held forth 
mnaunto thee : Chriſt and Salvation are now offered unto thee : ' 
erefO therefore embrace him by faith 3 which it thou refuſeſt to 
Wweldo, Know aituredly that everlaſting tire prepared for the 
 arFDevils, will be thy portion to all eternity. For as our Savi- 
our ſpeaketh, Joh. 3. 19. This « the condemnation, even the 
au {oareſt and ſureſt condemnation, that light i come into the World, 
ell that Jeſus Chriſt, and ſalvation by him is offered in the Goſpel, 
ride and yet men love darkneſs more than light, preferring their 
crol deeds of darkneſs, their ſinful ſenſual wayes before the Lord of 
ail life, who 15 the light of the World. Oh that any ſhould be fo 
ingl fooliſh and unwiſe, as to chosſe darknels rather than light, and 
ſubÞdeath rather thanlife ! 
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Other means on our part to be performed for attaining of Regeneration, 


WA =d." 4 \/ patience wait upon Chrift in the nſc of his Ordte 


ances, eſpecially the Word and Prayer. 
row rx.” Frequent the Min:ſtry of th! Word , where the Spirit of God 
' bf uſeth 80 breath, The Spirit is the principal worker of this 
rdoff 2reat work. And the Miniſtry *of the Word is the ordinary 
2MeJ Means and inftrument, which the ſpirit of God uſeth for the 
' wiheftefting hereof. The ſpirit of God breaths not in an Ale- 
8 WWhouſe, or in a Tavern, or Play houſe, but in the Miniſtry of the 
tan Word, Whereupon' the Apoſtle Pau! calls it, Phil. 2.16. The 
wu Word of life, by which our ſouls are quickened: And the A- 
Jpoſtle Peter, the ſced of Regeneration, by which we are new born, 
1 ly a Pet. 1. 223. 
And for thine encouragement therennto know, that as dead a 
Y jo! as thine , hath been quickened by the ſpirit of God, as it 
Yiath been attending vpon the Miniſtry of the Word : 'as hard an 
heart as thine hath been {oltned : as prophane an heart hath been 
Han&ified * as carnal and corrupt an heart hath been changed and 
renewed. And who knoweth, but while thou art tending up- 
on God in his way, bisſpirit may breath upon thee, and fo 
: quicken 


EY. 
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42 | Means on our part | 

© quicken thy dead heart, mollifie thine hard heart, ſan&ifie thy 
prophane heart, yea renew and change thy totally corrupted 
and carnal heart, wherein conſiſieth the work of Regeneration, 
' Oh therefore frequent the Miniſtry of the Word, where the 
Spirit of Chriſt uſeth to move, yea and to breath a ſpirit of life 
into dead ſouls. Take all occaſions of hearing the Word both 
in ſeaſon auy out of ſeaſon. Let nothing but neceſſity keep thee 
at home; for thou knoweſt not what Sermon may be moſt ſuit- 
able to thy condition. And when thou heareſt, attend to it, az 

 toameſlage ſent from God concerning thine everlaſting ſalva- 
"tion. And be often calling it to remembrance, whereby it will 
take the deeper impreſſion up-n thine heart, And though for 
the preſent thou find not that benefit thou expe&eſt, yet wait 
ſtill upon the Ordinance, The lame man who lay long at the 
Pocl of Betheſda, atlaſt was cured, | 

2. Be much in reading the Word of God, and ſuch praftical books 
as may help thee in underffanding and applying it» This muſt not 
thruſt out Preaching, yet it is an excellent means of grace in its 
own time and place, as very many have found by their own ex- 
perience, For in the Scriptures there is a clear revelation of 
the way and means of Salvation by Jelus Chriſt; therein is cons 
tained the Covenant of grace, and the Laws of Heaven accord: Ul 
0g to which we muſt fquare all our a&io!s. 

Oh ſinner, as' thou defireſt to partake of the new birth, and 
to be made partaker of the grace of God, be careful and con- 
ſczonable in reading the Scriptures. Spend not that time in 
reading of play-books and unprofitable pamphlets, which thou fſyi 
mightelt ſpend in reading the Word, which is able to make thee 
wiſeunto Salvation : to this end carry it about thee as Alexander 
did Homers Thads for his f:llow ard companion in the Wars. Oh 
that every one of 15 were ambitious ci that commendation which 
Keſobia gives of St, Origen, That he could repeat a2 the Scriptures at 
bis fingers ends, Hftor. Eec'eſ. lib. 6, cap- 24 © © | 
- 3 Pray unto God {oy the change of thine heart ;, beg of him that 
he wonld be pleafed by his ſpirit to regenerate thee, to plant his 

mage: thy foul, that thou maiſt, become a new creature. What 
the Apoſtle Fame: {aith of wifdom tis truc of all grace,Jam. 1.5, if 
auy ou? lack it, iet him ash it of Gd, that giveth; zo all men libre 
yally, and upbraideth not, and 11 ſhall be given him, 'S 
.. Oh therefore beſeech him to open thine eves, and thew thes 
how fad-andeplorable thy condition is, ſo long a=” thou conti: 
nueſ.in the ſtare of unregeneracy, that thou maiſt be truly ſen-þ 
fible tnereof; that he would ſhew rhee the exceliency and ne-Fi 
- ceſity of a new birth, that thine keart may be raiſ:d vp in ſoms 
© earneſt, longing deſires after the ſame ; that he world cou of 
Ad: | | ; 12H; 
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for attaining off Regentration, - 45 
ſafe unto thee his Holy Spirit, which may quicken thy dead ſonl, 
ed Band renew it after the image of God, in righteouſneſs and trne 
n. lholineſs. And in thy prayers plead the promiſe of God, Luk. 
he Fn. 13. 19 give bis Spirit to thoſe who ask him, | 
fe Þ That thy Prayers for a new birth may the better (peed. Be 
th earneſt therein. Pray with all thine heart, and with all thy 
ee night, with the higheſt intention of affe&tion, If thou wouldſt 
it- ibea prevailing 7/rae!, thou mult be a wreliling Facob; wreſtle 
as Bwith God in prayer ; for it 1s the fervent prayer only that is ef- 
7a- Eicftual, 
vill } 05j. But ſome are apt to obje& and ſay, how can I pray with- 
for out the Spirit ? 0 | 
ait } 4. Put thy ſelf upon the duty of prayer, and who knoweth 
che fbut thou maiſt ſoon feel and find the aſſiſtance of Gods ſpirit in 
the performance, though thou findeſt it not in the entrance of 
oks Fthe duty. Go therefore unto God in prayer, ſpread before him 
not Fiktly wretched, miſerable {tate and condition, plead thy miſerable 
1ts Fneceſſity, the dreadiuineſs of thy preſent ſtate, how much bet- 
ex- fIter it had been that thou had!! never been born, than not to be 
of born again. And then waiting for the aſſiſtance of the Spirit, 
on« fide earneſt and importunate with Cod, that he would not let thee 
rd- Five a day longer in thine Unregenerate ſtate, left death (hould: 
Find thee therein, and then thou periſh everlaſtingly. 
and | And to thine own Prayers call in the help of other mens 
on- ſhrayers, beg of them that in their prayers they would be mind- 
in ul of. thee, and of thy condition; that they would be earneſt 
hou with God on thy behalf, that he would make thee a new crea- 
hee ture by endowing thee with true, ſaving, ſan&ifying graces. 
nder The F aylors Converſion is ſet downas the Conſequent of the A- 
Oh ſhoſiles prayers, Not only their deliverance out of his priſon, 
ich but his deliverance out of the Devils priſon, is (et down as a 
's as fruit of their prayers. To thine own prayers therefore, call in 
the help of other.mens Prayers, "—— 
that VII. When either in hearing, reading, praying or at any other 
his Wivie, thou feel-/t any motions of Gods ſpirit in thy ſoul and conſcience, © 
hat Þnak- much of them, ſurrender up thy ſelf thereunto, preſently turn 
'. If Wboſe-motrons tnt9 reſolutions, and thoſe yeſolutions into endeavours, 
libr Filet not the motions of Gods ſpirit be nipped in the bud, but 
*Þourith and cherilh them, that taey may bring forth good 
the? Elruit. 2 
Are they motions tending to the working in thee a loathing 
-Þnd abhorting of thy former ſinful hufts ? ſecond thoſe motions 
ith ſtrong reſolutions to leave and forſake them for the time to 
me, at left (0 to ftrive againſt them-as they may not rule and 
2gn in thee, a: formerly they have dons, Are they motions 
| | : | tending 
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tending to the ſtirring thee up to any good duty omitted ? ON, 
turn'theſe motions into performances, and preſently fall up” 
the prattice of thoſe duties, whether it be praying in thy cloleff ; 
or in thy Family, cr fuch like. | 
'- Hath the Spirit of God in a Sermon ſo convinced thee( 
ſome groſs, ſcandalous fin, or fins, that thou art pricked at th. 
heart, and deeply humbled under the ſenſe and apprehenſi;. 
of them ? Oh content not thy ſelf yith ſome ſudden pangs: 
affe&ion, but forthwith go- into ſome ſecret place, and the 
take the advantage of thy preſent relenting frame of heart, f 
the more free and full confefling of thy ſins. unto God, and iff. 
gaging thy ſelf by a (ſolemn covenant unto him to be myt 
watchful over thy ſelf, .as -againft thy former leud and wicke 
courſes, ſo againſt the occaſions leading thereunto. 

Ah finner, it will be thy Wiſdom carefully to obſerve, 'anf 
diligently to improve all the motions and ſtirrings of Gods ſpit 
in thy foul and Conſcience, by ſeconding the work of his hd 
ſpirit in thee, Loſe not the Wind and Tide, the Wind may 
the Tide way turn, and where art thou then ?:”twill be ha 
Rowing againſt Wind or Tide, -Thou little thinkeſt what a&.; 

' vantage ſuch motions wiſely improved may be to thy ſoul ; at 
what prejudice the lighting , and negle&ting of them maf: 
be unto thee: for ought thou knoweſt, thine eternal happine 
- miſery may depend upon the improving or flighting 

VIII. Be much in the company of the godly, wwalk- with them wi 
4valk with God. Ke that walketh with the wiſe, ſhall be mor 
wiſe : he that walketh with the kumble, ſhall be more humble 
he that walketh with the huly, ſhall learn holineſs. As then 
25 no greater h1nderance tothe work of Chriſt, than the ſociety 
the wicked ; (o there is no greater furtherance to. it, than tl 
ſociety of thoſe who fear God. For there is none will bel 
ready to pity an d compaſſionate you, to counſel and dire& y 
in the way to Heaven, astheſe: none ſoready to provoke ali 
egg you on unto godlineſs, to encourage ard chear you up wheh 
you do well, ard to reprove you when you do amils, as theſe 
none fo ready to communicate their experiences to you, 0 com 
{ay they, and we will tell you what the Lyird hath dow: {or our [owl 
So that in the company of the godly there is much good to | 
got 3 they being like Lanttorns which diſperſe their lig 
round about, tea 

Thus have I ſhewed you the Means on our part to be perforn 
ed for the furthering the new birth,” and the work of Regener 
tiqn in your fouls, And now give me leave to propound 0 

NRueſjon to you, Ar? you reſolved with the grace and al” 


CF | for attaining of Regeneration. 4s 
Wd, ſpeedily to put your ſelves upon the praflice of theſe PireRions og- oY 
1 ©Þ-o? If you think theſe things more than neceſlary,and are ready 
—_ oſay, What need fo much ado, as if without ſo mueh hearing, ſo 
wch reading, ſo much praying,and the like,there were no hope. 
bf Regeneration, and Salvation,you may then ſit down and take 
Tour caſe, But know for certain, that without a conſcionable 
BSc of theſe Means, you are like to fall ſhort, as of Regenera- 
Fion here, ſo of Salvation hereafter. For where God hath ap- 
Tointed Means, he doth net ordinarily work without them ; and 
"Fherefore if you will not uſe Gods Means, no wonder if you g0 
ithout his grace. 

Ah ſinners, 1 beſeech you for the ſake of your precious 
Fouls, do not wilfully refuſe to be happy , do not wittingly 
Slunge your ſouls into everlaſting miſeries. Be willing to 
"Sc happy, awaken your ſleepy, ſtir up your lazy hearts to be 

loing, Heaven is not. gotten with a wilh, everlaſting glory 
worthy your utmoſt pains, and will not be gotten with- 
but it , 

What ſay yon, after all that hath been ſaid? Are you 

Filling to be converted ? to become new men, and to take 
ID a, new courſe ?. if you are not yet, when will you? Are 
*Fou content to dye in your preſent ſtate? If you were now 
Wreathing out your laſt, and juſt paſſing into another World, 
ould you nof{wilh you had hearkened to counſel? Though 
Shou wilt live the life, yet art thou content to dye the death 
"Þf the obſtinate and hardened ? Be not Rrutes, and mad men. 
we Chriſt be beſt at death ; if holineſs will be beſt at laſt; If you, 
1 "Know and believe, that when you come todyc, you ſhall with 
Hou had made Chriſt (ure: then ſure your Randing out” againft 
Kkriſt now, your refuling grace now, is the firſt-born of 
ollies, O be wiſe, feonfider what's before you 3 Chrift and the 
World, holineſs and fin; life and death, chooſe now for your 
elves3 and if you will be adviſed, let your ths dayes choice be . 
Khe ſame, which you are reſolved ſhall be your dying chorce, 
fyou would not chooſe to dye in your ſins, to.dye drunkards, 
"Fo dye adulterers, to dye (coffers, to dye tinbelievers, live not 
Jout this day in ſuch a dreadful Rate, 
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Several 0bjeRions of Carnal and Unregenerate men againſt the uſe offfit 
the foremenvioned Means, Anſwered, | 


Aving (hewed the Means; I come now to anſwer the, 06; 
| jetions which many carnal men pretend againſt the ufe offvc 
them in order to anew birth. | * = 
063. :« Some-/are ready to obje& and fay, Theſe are indeed} 2 
likely means, but they find neither firength, nor ability to ſe 
upon the practice of them, of SEN 4 
A. If thounyilt but pr thy ſelf upon the uſe of Means, than def 
uot know what ſtrength thow maiſt receive from God, and what may t"e 
the iſſue thereof, While Peter wwas Preaching 3 the holy Ghoſt fell oil 
all them that heard the word, At. 10. 44.. And for ought thouſſi0" 
knoweſt, whileſt thou art attending upon the Miniſtry of thepns 
Word, or praying unto God ,. the Holy Ghoſt may fall on thee] 2 
and make that Ordinance effeual for thy Regeneration. and Salt 
vation. And therefore put thy ſelf upon the uſe of Meansn 
wait at the Pool; thon knoweſt not how ſoon the Spirit mayſtav 
come and move upon thy ſoul. For God doth uſually meet with C 
thoſe who ſeek him. + <5, £5 NR 
'0bj. 2, I fear I am not eleted, and therefore conceive il; 
altogether fruitleſs for me to labour in the uſe of any meangferv 
for this new birth. Oh could I be aſſured of my ele&ion, theqſſuſt: 
ſhould I with comfort and confidence labour after it. Fon 
"A. 1. Eleftion is a ſecret thing and belongeth unto God; accordor 
ing to that of Moſes, Deut. 29. 29, Secret things belong unto th A 
Lord our God, but things which are revea'ed belong unto uw, And | 
therefore trouble not thy ſelf with Gods ſecret will, but folloftor 
his revealed will. Apply thy felf ſeriouſly and cordially te r 
the uſe of the means God hath ſan&ifyed for thy Regenerag 0 
tion; and from thence thou maiſt gain ſome comfortable eyiSÞdta 
dence of thine ele&ion, | OW 
2. Conſider though it be the duty of every Chriſtian to give all dilify (i 
gence to make his calling and elef{ion ſure ; yet no man can know, and 
be aſſured of his elefion, till he be Regenerated by the Spirit of God ſti; 
therefore the not knowing thine ele&ion ſhould beſo far fronfho 
keeping thee off from applying thy ſelf to the means of Regeſſ 
eration, as it ſhould rather be an argument to preſs thee thereÞ#ho 
-unto; for by thy Regeneration thou maiſt know thine eleCtionſÞr t 
\ The eternal decrees of God are only made known ad poſterronſMne 
-. From their effe&s, one whereof is Regeneration ; find this ane? 
- thou needelt not doubt of thine ele&ion, _— | 
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of Meaus, Anſwered, 47-2 
0bj, 3- Ah! T am too unworthy to partake of ſo great a © ©? 
Fercy : there is nothing 1h me to move God to work grace 
n me, and therefore why ſhould I trouble my ſelf about 
F. : 
A. 1. Conſider Gods grace is every way ſo free, [that the mercy 
bich he vouchſafeth to any of his Creatures, 15s altogether of himſelf, 
0bSpnd from himſelf, He reſpe&eth his own goodneſs, not our 
e cfrorthinelſs, in the mercies which he conferreth, IE none thall 
dbtain grace but the worthy, who then can be ſaved ? 
2. Confider that no man before þis Regeneration could ever find any 
afevorthineſs in himſelf why he ſhould partake of that mercy. What 
Fas there in Manaſſeth ? Or in Zachews ? Orin Mary Magdalen ? 
Ir in Paw! ; before their Converſion ? Surely none at all. Nay 
here 15 never a child of God onearth, orin Heaven, butghad a5 
wch perſonal unworthineſs before his Regeneration, as thou 
tow halt, Why then doth the fight and. apprehenſion of thine 
worthineſs pyt thee out of all hope of obtaining the ſame ?* 
2, Conſider that the ſenſe of thine unworthineſs i ſome degree of 
worthineſs : yea it is the great} wwarthineſs thou carvſt attain unto, 
Ind none ever found greater mercy from Cod, than they who 
Wave been moſt ſenſible of their unworthineſs. | 
0bj. 4. Some obje& the number and the heynouſneſs of their 
ſins, Oh they are ſ(nch vile and wretched ſinners, having 
iFilpent the beſt of their time, the ſtrength of their youth inthe 
ervice of fin and Satan, and in gratifying their own carnai 
ſts and affections; and therefore cannot expe& (o great a mercy 
om God, as of a Son of Bel:al to be made a Son of God, by the 
xdfrork of Regeneration, 
oth A. Know for thy comfort, that God hath embraced with the arms of 
Ani free grace, as great and beynwous finn:rs as thy ſelf, For halk 
lowfhou been an 1do/ater, or Mrrderer ? fo was Manalſch, yet was 
y toffic received to mercy. Haſt rhou been a blaſphemer or a Perfecu- 
eragjor of the Saints and {ervants of God ? So was Pau!, and ye* he 
eviddtained mercy. Haſt thou been a Filthy, Unclean perſon, wal. 
wing and delighting like a Sow, in the filth of ſin, and mire 
dil linful filthine(s 2 So did Mary AMnrgdalen, and. many of the 
aui$"rinthians ; yet were they waſhed with th: blood of Feſus Chriſt, 
20d $#/ft1fied and ſandtifzed. Halt thou been an Oppreſſor aud Extortioner, 
ronfho haſt got thine eſtate by over-reaching thy neighbouts, and 
grinding the faces of the poor ? So did Matthew and Zachews, 
Fho yet found mercy. Why then is there not hope of mercy 
00080" thee ? when grace hath embrace\| ſuch great and heynous 
aners, | 
Pe . Wilt thou ſay, thou art a greater ſinner than any 0: 


| ſele forementioned ? | 
* 1 A A. {, 


£ 48; ** Objeftions again? the uſe | 
A. 1: This ou credible, . But ſuppoſe thy ſins do excee; 


- theproportionof any one thou canſi find pardoned in Scripture! 

| yet this. were.no jult ground of deſpair ': becauſe the depth of 
Gods mercy was never yet fathomed , God never acted hi 
mercy ſo far, - but he .is able to at it farther, Greater ſinners 
than ever yet were pardoned, may be pardoned. And therefore 
though thy ſins were more and greater than the-ſins of others, 
yet there is hope of mercy for thee, unleſs by thine infidelit 
thou dolt exclude thy ſelf frym the fame, 

0bj. 5. Others obje&, they fear their time and day of grace 
is paſt and gone, having long ſtood out, and rejected many of 
fers of grace, and that it is now too late to (eek after the grace 
of God, Gt I TOE A ReP ET 1- 

A. To this I anſwer that the flighting and rejefting the many offer 
of grace, is very ſad, yea an heynous fin, which calls for thy deepefi 
ſorrow and humiliation. T his made our Saviour to weep ovet 
Feruſalem, becauſe they neglected the day of their viſitation 
But yet know, l | i: -:4 

1. Chriſt hath ſeveral ſeaſons of Converſion, and Regenera 
tion 5 all come not in at the firit hour of the day, nor at the 
{ixth hour, Chriſt brings home ſome to himſelf in the latter en 
_ of their lives, who have all the former part ſlighted and rejeRed 
his gracious invitations, -,: 1-33 

2.1If thou art heartily ſorry for thy former refuſals,and doſt nox 
unfeignedly deſire to cloſe with Chriſt, I may with confidence 
ſay, thy day of grace is not paſt. For thoſe affe&ions wrought 
tn thee by the Spirit of God are gracious hints that he intend 
thee good, if yet thou wilt accept. 

3. Thou who feareſt thy day of grace is paſt, know this, tha 
if thou now findeſt in thy ſelf a willingneſs t&abandon thy for 
mer lufs and corruptions, and to become a new creature; t 
caſt of the Devils ſervice, and to become the ſervant of the Lot 
Jeſus, thy day of grace 1s not paſt, 

I ſpeak not theſe things to encourage any to deferr, and puſs 
off tneir turning from their ſins to a farther day, upon a preſum} 


_ -» tion they ſhall have mercy at laſt. Beware of that madne 


Thou that will not to day, thy ſoul may be in hell before ti 
morrow. But T,ſpeak this to encourage old ſinnners to a ſpeedy 
turning, Old (inner, it is the laſt time with thee for cork 
Knoweſt, thou art juſt come to. thy Now or Never, And tw 
things I would ſpeak to thee, 

I. It's a:great doubt whether thou who haſt ſtood it out i 
long wilt come in now, fear and tremble; few, very few 
thoſe that ſtand it out to the laſt hour, do come! in at the lane 
hour, yet, x pl 
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2, If thou wilt thou maiſt 3 if in thisrhy day, thy laſt day, 
hou wilt come in, thou thalt be ſaved, 


—” 


CHAP.XLI. 


The Uſe of Exbortation unto the R.egenerate, 


Aving done with the firſt branch of the Uſe of Exhorta- 
tion unto the Unregenerarte; Come we now unto the {e- 
nd which concerne:h the Regeuerate, and confifteth of divers 
-ehcads 3 
I. Admire and adsre Gods ſpecial mercy and goodwe{+ in thy Revene- 
ation, Let thine heart be raviſhed with the conſideration of his 
ove to thee in Chriſt Jelus, that he ſhould pluck thee as a brand 
ut of the fire, that he ſhould take thee into tis ſpecial grace and 
wour, when he left many millions of Men and Women to pe- 
hin their ſins; that he ſhould make thee an heir of Keaven, 
hen he left ſo many to be fire-brands of hell; haft not thou 1yn- 
S$cakable cauſe to fit down and admire the freene's of Gods 
ace, and riches of his mercy towards thee ? Surely nothing 
Qut free grace hath put this honour upon thee, and put ſuch a 
ference between thee and others. For what did God fee 
= in thee than in others, to move him to ſet his ſpecial love 
1 thee ? 
Oh caſt thine eyes round about thee, 'look upon thy neigh- 
urs, wholive under the ſame Miniſtery, partake of the ſame 
dinances as thou doft, and yer never felt the power and {weet- 
ls of them in their ſouls. That the dew of his free grace 
ould fall upon thy ſoul, when the hearts of ſo many about 
ee ſhould be dry, not having one drop of that dew upon themz 


not this a mercy to be admired ? Oh conſider it, and adore . 


and (ay, 'Lord, how is it that thou ſhouldft b-ftow thy grace on me, 
deny it to ſo many, who in many reſpets are better than 17 

II, A ſecond branch of the Uſe of Exhortation unto the Re- 

erate, is, To be thank ful unto God for this great mercy. Admire 

me grace of God, and bleſs his name forever. Art thou made 


ive ? Is the life of God begotten in thee ? And haſt thou evi- | 


e of it ? Oble(s God whileſt thou haſt any being. Let thine 
Fart and mouth and life be filled with his Praiſes. Take up the 
miſts words, Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, and all tat is within me, 

1s bis holy name ; Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, and forget wth all bis be- 
nes, Wilt thou be thankful unto God For thy watural birth ? 

L wilt not thou be thankful-ro him for thy ſpiritual birth ? 


Fil thou bleſs him for that be hath made thee a reaſonable crea- 
mg D 


ture ? 


£0 | The duties of » ate, 
ture? And wilt thou not bleſs him cor making thee a"new wo 
ture? ' Is not Regeneration- of all mercies the moſt neceſl; 
And wilt not thou be thankful for that which is the one :hing w 
. ceſſary? | | 
. *, The more to ſtir up-thy (elf to this duty of thankſgiving k 

this mercy, [ad 1 befo ; R 
I. Confider how thy condition_was before thy Regeneration 
being a ia of wrath, a bontiond of Satan, and an heir t# 
hell. And then compare it with thy preſent ſtate : Behold 
a child of wrath, thou art made a Son of God : of a ſlave of Satan 
thou art become Chrifts freeman ; of an heir of hell and damnatio 
an heir to Heaven, and ſalvation, And doth not this call 
thankfulneſs ? : 
3. Conſider that this mercy is unſpeakably greater than all other. ma 
cies ifs the world, This new birth makes a man an honourable 
fon, one of the Royal ſeed, a King and Prieſt to God, Thi 
makes him a rich man; the leaſt degree of this grace 15 bett 
than all the wealth in the world : this is the true riches, the'di 
rable riches, a treaſure that faileth not, nor can it be valued 
This makes him @ joyful man ; there's joy in Heaven at thy cor 
verſion, and a foundation of eyerlaſting Joy laid in thine ow 
ſoul; thou maiſt rejoice, its meet that tnou make merry, for thi 
thy ſoul was dead, and is alive 3 was loſt, and is found, Th 
dojris gave God greater thanks that he had made him a member 
the Chuxch, than head of the 1:mpire, So bleſs. God more for t 
mercy, that he hath made thee a member of Chrift, than if | 
- had made thee an heir of all the Earth. 

What though God hath not abounded to thee in outwatd hofji 
nours and eſtate 3 yet if he hath abounded to thee in grace, thi 
alone will be matter of eternal praiſes. 

III. Hath God by his Spirit Regenerated, and made thee his chil 
then walk worthy of this ſpecial mercy awd dignity, This wort 
walking 1s much preſſed in Scripture, as Col. 1. 10. walk wort 
, of the Lord. And Eph,u.1. walk worthy of the Vocatiou wher 
with ye are called, In theſe and other like places the word wert| | 
importex no matter of merit, or condignity, but only a meer me 
neſs, and congrutty, Or anſwwerableneſs, The Greek word 'AF! 
tranſated worthy, is in other places turned meet, Or as becometh 
as Rom. 16.2, Phil. 1.279, And where Fobs Baptift ſaitl 
Bring forth fruits worthy of repentance, our new tranſlation tur! 
it, AtZtug if ueriraktg* meet for repentance, SO that the meat 
21ng,of the aforeſaid duty is, that 3: carry your ſerves in forme Mut 
ſure [unable ayd anſwerable to yorur new birth and high dig nary. Ii 
which ne" that of the Apoſile Peter, x1 Pet. 2. 9, Team 


«beſen generation, -a peculiar people, that ye ſhould fhew forth 
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% x4 4 _ ; Take 
RL 2h tits 2-2 - | 


® R 
2 EIT z 
”  _ V adw * f - 


cull +  - The duties of the Regenterdte. So 
ary aiſes of hims, who hath called you out of darkneſs into bis marvetl- 
g nfs light. As the Regenerate are more excellent in their ſtate and 
lation than the carnal and unregenerate; ſo ought they to be 
8 fofingular and exemplary in their lives and converſations. | 
This Chriſt requireth of every true Chriſtian : for faith he, 
tronpeaking to his Diſcipless Matth. 5. 47. What do ye more than ethers ? 
eir ts if he had ſaid, you who will. approve your ſelves to be ſin- 
old &re Chriſtians, and the true Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, muſt be 
zatarfif a more holy, and heavenly frame, of an higher ſtrain than 
ationſhe reſt of men : you mult be (ingular, and ſhine as lights in the 
ll fo 1 of a ſinful, and crooked generation, by living exemplary, 
nd convincing lives ; that it may be ſaid of you, whar God 
r. meſhid of Fob, There was none like him in all the earth, as for wealth, 
le perÞþ for piety, he being by many degrees the highelt for grace in 
Th: ASC. 
betta] Hath God ſhined upon your fouls by his grace, let your light ſo 
ne dufine before men, that they may ſee your good works, and glorifie your 
aluedither which is in Heaven, Maith. 5. 16. 
y conff Being raifed above the condition of other men, it beſeemeth 
e owpt you to a&t as the men of the World, but to live above 
Or thiteir rates, to be more Holy and Heavenly in your converſa- 
Thujonn, more zealous for God, more fervent-in the performance 
mbere holy and religious duties. The Lord expe&s greater mat- 
or thirs, and other manner of Service from you than from other - 
a if kjen, for he hath done more for you, and beſtowed more on 
du , than upon all the World beſides, When you call to 
td hefJind your privitedges, reafon thus with your ſelves : Hath God 
e, thifade us partakers of ſuch and ſuch ſpecial mercies, and (in- 
lar priviledges ? 0h. then qwhat manner of perſons ought we to be 
s chillþ all holy converſation and Godlineſs! 2Pet.3.i1., How ought 
wortfe to walk worthy ſuch ſingular priviltedges, by fingularity, 
wort a&tions! doing ſome ſingular things for God who hath dealt 
when ſingularly well for us. As Gol hath abounded to us in his 
worthpoiceſt mercies, fo he expe&s we ſhould be abundant in fin- 
Yr melÞular doeties, 
"AF 
cometd 
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CHAP. X1I. 


$heweth the frngular good things whith the Regenerate onglt to do a- 
ove others, 


I. ® O mike Conſcience of theif preciow timer, and to im. 


prove it to the beft advantage. Carnal men make little 
of no conſcience of ſpending their time to any good 
advantage. Their minds areſo much (et upon their carnal luſt 
and pleaſures, that their chief*care is, not ſo much how to in. 
prove their time; as how they may paſs it away in mirth ard 
zollity. But oh how doth it concern ſuch, whom God hath call 
ed, to Prize the time which ke is pleaſed to afford untc 
them! and to be careful in improving the ſame to ſome good ad 
vantage ! yea to gather up the fragments of time, every inch of 
of it, that nothing may be loſt. We cannot well ſpare one pare 
hoyr. O make the belt of thy day. To this end,- | 
1, Conſider that thine everlaſting ftate depends upon thy well, or il 
ſpending of thy time, Many make light of their time, and there 
upon play and ſport it away. Yet there is no moment which it 
thou doſt miſpend, bur for ought thou knoweſt, it may be the it 
very time, upon which thine eternal ſtate doth depend. Oh th 
what a madne(s muſt it needs be for an hours or, days pleaſuretd] o 
hazard the lo(s of everlaſting happineſs, and to incurr the danf of 
ger of eternal miſery ! And yet how few think of the paſſing aff tu 
- way their time, or that any great matter depends thereupon ! | an 
2. Confider the preciouſneſs of time, which is of more 4vorth thatf w] 
all the riches and treaſures in the World 3, for they cannot purchalg 1;{ 
one minute of time. Should'the Lord be pleaſed to vouchſaly : | 
unto a damned ſoul in hel, but one weeks time to live again uf the 
on the earth, 'for tryal how he would improve the fame to hf aq! 
fouls advantage; Oh how highly would he prize it ! how cats prc 
Fully would he improve every :moment thereof ! how ferioi an, 
would he be in every holy duty, and in all the conctrnments 
his ſoul! how conſcionable in ſpending of the Sabbath ? hoſwh 
watchful would he be on that day over his thoughts, words ans, 
ations ! Should he hear Chriſt tendred in the Miniſtry of thi, , 
Goſpel as a Saviour to poor ſinners, oh how readily would Ifhis 
clofe with the offer of Jeſus Chriſt ! how heartily would he enfp, 
brace him'! Should he be tempted by ſome carnal friends ty ' x; 
ipend one day with them in mirth and jollity, how would ffcom 
_ anſwerthem ! Alas the time on which my everlaſting condition 8} {; 
” depend its very ſhort 3 and muſt it not bs egregious folly in me to tifffer 
-* @#way part thereof © Shall Iimplunge my ſont into eternal flames - (9 
hes = F 4 ik 
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| | The duties of the Regenerate, 93 © 
# little pleaſure and ſhort delight ? Oh, God forbid. And hereby } 
may you ſee how precious time is. Surely little reaſon have 
any to be (o ſparing ef their wealth, and ſo prodigal of their | 
28-f time 3; whenas all the wealth in the World ( as before is ſaid 
cannot purchaſe one hours time. 
3. Conſider how much precious time you have already loft 3 
mM- 4+ Conſider the preſent time is ou!y thine to improve. Behold now 
tlefl 5s the accepted time, now t# the day of Salvation. Oh then, why *+ 
ood] wilt thou trifle away the time which is properly thine ; ang I 
uſt} promile to thy ſelf great things in a time which is none of thine ? 
im- For even the next hour, yea the next minute thou maiſt be cut 
ard off by the ſtroke of death ; and then all opportunites of doing 
ally and receiving good are taken away. 
nt} II. Another fingular thing which the Regenerate ought to do 
ad-J above others, is, To embrace every opportunity of doing and receiviuy 
h off go-d. By doing good, I mean not only beneficence to the poor, but 
pate} alſo @ conſcionable performance of all. Chriſtian duties. Wh atſsever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, ſaith the Wiſe man, 
” ilſf Eccl, 9.10. that is, whatſoever opportunity of doing good is af- 
ere forded unto thee, do it vigorouſly and ſpeedily, not deferring 
tichh it till it be tqo late. Having a price put into thy. hands, oh ler 
the] it not careleſly ſip away, leſt thou full dearly repent thereof. 7a 
ON this end conſider how ferv thy remaining opportrnities may be, For 
otight thou knoweſt, the time is near at hand, when thy praying 
opportunities, and hearing opportunities, and receiving oppor- 
fufities, and relieving opportunities, with the like will be paſt 
* and gone, How then doth it concern thee to improve them 
i while thou haſt them, and to uſe thy preſent as if it ere the 
J laſt ſeaſon and opportunity would be affordeq unto thee ? | 
q If thou art in the company of a godly experienced Chriſtiang 
FJ thou haſt then an opportunity of gaining much ſpiritual goed ang, 
advantage to thine own ſoul; as by obſerving his graces, by 
arF propounding thy doubts and ſcruples unto him. Oh let not ſuchx 
100 an opportunity paſs away without ſome ſpiritual improvement. 
t5} If thou art called to viſit a dying friend, or neighbour, oh 
hoy what an opportunity aft .hou put into thy hand to do his ſou! 
aJevod! by adviſing tim to: ink of death, and to- prepare for it; 
 thfJto make his peace witi: God, to cafi himſelf and the urthen of 
d this fins upon Chriſt, t- bu'!d the hope of his ſalvation-only 
cM upon that rock t- - 7.ord Jeſus Chriſt, ' | 
ds if in walking :5coad or rravelling on the road, thou fall into 
company 2 wikac good maikt thou 4o by ſome ſavoury and ſpiritu- - _* 
Fa] difcourſe of God, or of mans miſerable condition by nature, +} 
mor of the late of redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, or the like ? ok 4 
s JFbow much might thy care this way abound to thy account ? Re- 
7 Wwe B r Ae | 
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| ate. 
mber the words of the Apoſtle, Exhcre one another daily whilh 
74 is called 16 day. | 
If the Lord hath given thee a Family, and furniſhed thee 
with abilities for their inftru&ion and edification, let not the 


The duties\of) the! Rigimer a 


3 ſouls that are with thee be loſt through thy negle&. Thou hat 


daily opportunities to be ſowing thy ſeed in their ſouls, which 
may ſpring up to their eternal life. And for thy neighbours 
thar live.about thee, let them find thee a good neighbour to them ; 
and that they will beſt do, if thou endeavour to help them to 
Þe good Chriſtians. | | ; 
'- ML. Another duty incumbent upon the Regenerate, is, T6 be 
careful of - the manner of performing good duties, Not only to be 
conſcionable in the uſe of Ordinances, but likewiſe to work 
up their heartsto a conſcionableneſs in the manner of doing 
them. 1 | | 

I. The moſt holy duties we take in hand are clean perverted and depra- 


| wed through our failing in the manner of performing them, Yea holy 


duties are thereby turned into ſin. | 

- 2, It is tht right manner of performing duties, that obtaineth a bleſ- 
fing from God. It may be thou haſt 'heard much, and prayed 
much; and faſted much, and yet haſt found little good, or be- 
nefit thereby. * Examine whether thou haſt not been dead and 
dull, formal and perfun&ory in them, doing them as if. thou 
didſt them nag : If ſe,no marvail that thou haſt received ſo little 
good 'by them. 5:44 506 EN 

+ For the right manner of performing good duties, take theſs 


by 


' Few dire&tons ; 


* I. Beſure you take Chriſt with you both for a/ifance, and ac- 
eeptance, ' 38 1h, | | 

I. For aſſiſtance. For Without me, ſaith Chriſt, you can do nothing, 
That is, without Union with Chriſt, and Communion with him, 


. you cannot perform any acceptable ſervice unto God, 


2. Take Chrift "with you for "acceptance both of your perſons and 


: ſervices, * Chriſt is the beloved Son of God, with whom he is (o 


well pleaſed, that likewiſe in him he is well pleaſed with all 
thoſe that come to God by him, © | | 


, * Whenſoever therefore we go unto God in prayer, or in any 0- 


= ordinance, let us carry Chrift with us in the arms of our 
Faith. [RG | 
nm. Stir up thy ſelf and all thy ftrength, put forth thy ſelf to the 


*.. Mttermoſt, firive to be lively, a&ive, and ſtirring in Spirit, 
+- HI. By the afiftance of Gods Spirit. 


God only that can help our infirmities : he can ſoften our hard 
Hove, quicken our dead hearts, enlarge our ſtraightned hear; 
Yr, 'And in praying for the aſſiſlance of the Spirit, ler uy 
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The duties of the Regenerate; C2 
plead the promiſe of God, ſaying, Lord thou haſt promiſed in thy 
word, that thy Spirit ſhall help the infirmities of «hy Servants 3 0b 
b wake good that promiſe unto me; let me feel -and- find the ſweee 
breathings and aftings, the lively quickenings and enlargements of 
h thy Spirit upon my heart, carrying me forth with much life and w1gour 

in the duty 1 am no going about. This pleading the promiſe of 
* | God puts a ſtrong engagement upon him, to perform what he 
* Þ hath ſaid. 

VI. Another ſingular duty incumbeut upon the Regenerate 
is, To walk circumſpefly and exattly, according to that of the: A- 
poſile, Sre that ye walk circumſpetty » #0t as fools, but as wiſe, 
x | The word in the Original 'AugP5; tranſlated circumſpetty, im- 
> || plycth great accurateneſs and exattneſs in our Chriſtian conver- 
5 ſation, which the Spirit of God accounteth the greateſt point of 
Wiſdom, 

For the better clearing and preſſing this duty, I ſhall ſhew 
y OT. 

you, wherein this exa& walking doth conſiſt 3 ' 
{ 1, In walking byrule. The Word of God is the only adequate 


4 || rule of holineſs : Therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, As many as walk by: . 
| | this rule, peace be on them, and on the Iſrael of God. 

4 2. In having reſpe& to the inward axd ſpiritual part of the Lan x 
1 | 25 well as to the outward and external. In every command of 
le | God there is both an outward and external par, and glſo an inward 


and ſpiritual pare. The former I may call the Letter of the Law ; - 
fa the latter the Spirit of 'the Law. This our Saviour excellent 
clears in his Sermon on the Mount, where reciting the ſixth 
Commandment, he ſaith, Thou ſhalt do uo Murther, there is the 
letter of the Law 3 and then adds by way of Explanation, Bux 
I ſay unto you, whoſoever is angry With his brother without a cauſe, 
ſhall be in danger of Fudgment, Matth, 5. 2', 22. there is the Spi- 
rit ofthe Law. . So afterwards reciting the ſeventh Command - 
14 | Pet he ſaith, how ſhalt nor commit Adultery,? there is the letter of 
> | the Law, and then adds, Buz 1 ſay unto you, that whoſoever looks 
11 | # a Woman to Luft after her, hath comminted Adultery wyith her al- 
\ Þ ready in his heart. "There is the Spirit of the Law, or the ſpiritual 
part thereof. Whoſoever walks exa&ly, contents not himſelf 


6 with theeXternals of Chriſtianity, but labours to bring up his 
heart to the inwards thereof ; firiving to ſupprefs evil thoughts, 
to mortifie unclean luſts, and all inordinate affe&ions 3 to abhor 


and watch- againſt ſecret impurities, as well as open impieties, 
ef Thisis to walk exaRtly and accurately indeed. © 
, 3- Our exa& walking conſiſteth in a careful avoiding all occaſions 


b of evil, aud temptations thereunto. Having by fad experience 
s. found ſuch and ſuch things to have deen ſnares, and occaſions * 


| of fin unto us, it is our duty, and will be our wiſdom carefully  * 


þ þ ® 


? 


Cay s 5 


Prenzehene'h me, Phil. 4. 13- 
' ,, When thou fee 


The duties of the Regenerate. | 
Ttoſbunand eſchew theſame, eſpecially ſuch as are moſt taking 
with thee, and ſuch as have a tendency to thy boſome and bei 
beloved fins. For from them is moſt danger to be feared, the 
having moſt ſtrength from-our natures. The Devil knowing 
full well, which are our boſome and beloved fins, and moſt pre. 
dominart luſts, unto them eſpecially, and with greateſt ſuccels 

doth heapply his temptations, 

V. Anotker ſingular duty incumbent upon the regenerate is, 
To lrve by faith, caſting themſelves upon-God in Chriſt, and up. 
on his gracious promiſes in all their ſtraights and dangers, for 
fuch needful and uſeful things as they ſtand in need of.. To 
live by faith is not only to believe in Chriſt for ſalyation, but alſo 
firmly to reſt and rely upon God, and his gracious promiſes ex- 
preſſed in his Word, for ſupport under all our tryals, for ſuecour 
in all our diſtreſſes, for aſſiſtance againſt all aſſaults, for deliver- 
ance out of all our dangers, and for fupply of all our wants, 
whether temporal or ſpiritual. | 

When therefore thou art troubled for thy ſins, groaning un- 
der the weight and burden of them, then throw thy ſelf upon 
the merits and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and there. let thy 
ſoul reſt jt ſe}f in. hope of the pardon of thy ins here,and of eternal 
life and ſalvation hereafter; venturing upon that comfortable 
promiſe, Matth, 11. 28. Come wnto me all ye who are weary aud 
heavy laden, and 1 will give you reſt. - 
When thou art aſſaulted with the temptations of Satan, and 
ſeareſt leſt thou ſhoullſt be avercome by them : then look up un- 
to God, truſting in him for dehverance in due time; and for ſup- 
port in the_ mean. time, relying upon that gracious promiſe, 
1 Cor. 15-.13. God is fankfut, who will not ſuffer you to be 
rempied above that you are able; but will with the temptation make 4 
way to eſchpe that ye may be able to, bear it. 
. When thou art under any ſpiritual deſertion, ſitting in dark- 
neſs, without any ſpark of comfort, then. look up unto God 
with the eye of faith for, the light of his countenance, and the 


aſſnrance of his Ioyjng favour, refting and refreſhing thy droop-? 
F ing ſoul with that comfortable promiſe, Ia. 5 4. 8. In a little wrath 
-.” have I hid my face from thee, but with everlaſting kindueſs will 1 
| have mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer, 


When thou apprehendeſt thy ſelf weak and inſufficient for 
the performance of duties, -then look up unto God who 
hath promiſed t» help the weakneſſes and infirmities of his Servants ; 
and truſt upon the power of Jeſus Chriſt ; then wilt thou be able 
to fay with the Apoſtle, I cando all things though Chrift which, 


leſt thy corrupt 
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The duties of the Regenerate $7 
ting in thee, then look up unto God, who is able; and hath 
promiſed to ſubdue thine iniquities, and to keep down the 
y Epower of thy luſts, laying hold on that good word, Rom. 6.14. 
18 Sin ſhall not have dominion over you, for ye are not under the Lany, 
© but under grace, 
ls | When thou art reviled and perſecuted by wicked, and ungodly 
men, then look up unto God with the eye' of faith, truſting in 
Ss, him for help and ſtrength, comforting thy ſelf with that gra- 
P- EIcious ſaying of our Saviour, Matth. 5. 11, 12, Bleſſed are ye whens 
ot lmen ſhall revile you, and perſecuts you, and ſhall ſay all man= 
'0 N ner of evil agarnſft you falſely for my ſake, Rejoyce and be exceeding 
ſo glad: for great is your reward in Heaven, | 
x- | When thou art ſtraightned in theſe outward things, and there- 
ur Yupon art full of Worldly fears and cares, what to eat, and what 
r- to drink, and what tb provide for Wife and Children ; then 
S, Flook up unto God, and by faith caff all thy care upon him, wha 
careth- for thee, reſting upon that comfortable promiſe, Pal. 34. 
n- Fio. The young Lyons do lack, and ſuffer hunger, but they that ſeek 
Mn ihe Lord ſhall #0: want any good thing, Though thou maiſt not 
ly have that abundance and afftlueney which ſome others do enjoy, 
al Byet thou ſhalt not want that which God ſeeth good for thee, 
le who will ſupply all thy med according to his riches, Phil. 4. 19. 
4 Thns in all thy ſtraights and diftreſſes thou maiſt by the So- 
veraign power of faith, working upon the gracious promiſes of 
d BGod, exceedingly revive and refreſh thy troubled Spirit. | 
1- | For thy better encouragement to this Chriſtian duty of living 
»- Bb farth, ſeriouſly weigh theſe few things. 
e, | 1. The Properties of God, more eſpecially, | 
be | 1. His Almighty power , whereby he is able to ſtrengthen 
@ Fihee 1n all thy weakneſſes, to ſupport thee under all thy tryals, 
and temptations; in a word, to perform whatſoever he hath 
c- Ipromiſed. | 
d | 2. Hws truth and, faithfulneſs in performing what he hath promiſed. 
e For ſaith the Apoftle to the Hebrexvs, faithful # he that promiſeth, 
)-1 Heb. 10, 32. Surely it is as poſſible for him not tobe, as not to 
keep his word, and not to perform what he hath promiſed. 
Indeed the Lord many times maketh his children wait long 
lor the accompliſhment of his promiles : Yet he never faileth to 
be a5 good as his Word. 
-3- His infinite Wiſdom, whereby he diſpenſeth the good things 
3, {contained in his promiſes, in their fi'teſt time and ſeaſon, when- 
e 5 they (hall make moſtfor his own glory,and his Childrens good. 
bh, War be it therefore from us to preſcribe unto God the time and 
[Yca/on for the performance of his promiſes. But let us rather * 
-, Fe olve with patience to wait his appointed time and feaſon, who 
© WIC - T "9. } - 
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z5 infinite in. Wiſdom, and ſo knoweth what is beſt and convel F 
nient for us, even better than we our ſelves; Ur 


CHAP. xIV, 
Of Heavenly-mindedneſs. 


VI. A Nother ſingular duty incumbent upon the Regenerate ts, 1 4 
be ſpiritually minded by a frequent contemplation of ſpiritualfh 
and Heavenly things. It is.not ſome few, flitting, tranſient thought 
on God or Heaven, whercitthis duty conſiſts; but it's a thinkin 
with thoug ht upon thought, a reiteration and -multiplication of the , 
thoug bts of the miud upon Ged, and the things of God, and this inorg,, 
der to the affeting the heart deeply with them, ' \» p 
It is not ſufficient to think and think oft of the love and goods _ 
neſs of God, but we myſt labour to get our hearts inflamed withſf, x, 
a love unto him again. It is not ſufficient to think and thinkſ,.. 
often of ſin, and the miſery it hath implunged us in ; but weſg... 
muſt ſo think thereof, as to work our hearts to an hatred of ſin,fl... 
and a fear of that wrath of God it hath made us lyable to, ant . 
to a looking after Jeſus Chriſt, who alone can free us from thelſl + 
uilt of our ſins, and from the puniſhment due nnto us for the | 
768; a onagnyt ty 2, 
This is a work of ſo great concernment and advantage, a, 
nonecan truly apprehend, but ſuch as havemade tryal therein, 
Let thy ſoul therefore full often ſoar aloft upon the wingsof dif, 
vine contemplation, Let not any ſolitary ſeaſon paſs away withoutfy. 
ſome ſpiritual meditation,$& conference with thy God.Fitker takeſ,, 
a ſorrowful ſurvey of thy manifold fins, which may draw from 
thee as hearty grief for the ſame, ſo hearty ejavulations for the 
pardon and forgiveneſs of them.Or take a view of Gods bleſſings  , 
and favours towards thee z and let this enlarge and raiſe up thineþ,,, 
Heart in praiſes & thank(givings unto him.Or bathe thy (elf in an{;1 
admiring commemoration of the meritorions blood of the im-f,x 
maculate Lamb Chritt Jeſus , which was abundantly ſhed for theſ,, 
waſhing of rhy body and ſonl from the filthy ſpots and ſtains of 3 
fin. ' Seriouſly think what he hath done and ſuffered for thee : 
how he hath fulfilled the Law, and undergone the puniſhmenth, 
gue to'thy fins; and now. in Heaven maketh interceſſion for thee, ; 
þy preſenting himſelf an all-ſuficient Sacrifice unto his Father 
for thy ſins. , Oh think with Thy ſelf, what thou muſt have fuf- 
fered for thy ins, if he had not ſyffered for them. What thouK. 
F hadft been, if he had not redeemed thee, even a bondſlave of Sa 
- - ran, and fire-brand of hell, , 
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vel Eſpecially, letfthy ſoul full often meditate on the glorious 
Things which the Lord hath reſerved in Heaven for ſuch as 
here do ſincerely ſerve him and obey the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 
——f0k think with thy thy ſelf what a bleſſed thing it will be, to 
ve in the viſion and fruition of God himſelf, tm whoſe preſence 
here is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand there are plea- 
ures for eyvermore. That thou mailt get up to this Heavenly 
TKrindedneſs, take theſe dire&ions. 
1, Humble thy ſelf unfeignedly for thy great ſtrangeneſs to God, 
d Heaven, that thou haft ſo rarely ſet thine heart ow things above. 
mand for the time to come let it be thy ſpecial care and endeavour 
>" habituate thy ſelf to Spiritual, and Heavenly Meditations, 
IFrequently to ſleep thy ſoul in Heavens delights.: 
thi 2. When thou findeft thy mind and thoughts to be ridden by the De» 
Wil, and carried away from God, lift up thine heart by earneſt and fer- 
m1 prayer unts him, who is the Father of Spirits, and hath power 
od-Fer Devils z and beg of him, that as by his permiMon he hath 
'ME:fered the unclean Spirit to enter into thee, ſo he would com- 
nkBand him ſpeedily to depart from thee, that thy mind might be 
"Fc for its proper work. For he only can caſt down imaginations, 
lng, every thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowl:dge of God, and 
ring into Captivity every thought to the obedience of. Chriſt , 
Cor. 10. $. | | 
the 3- Work thy heart to n perfeft deteftation of all vain and wicked 
houghts, that thou maiſt be able to ſay with David, I hate vain 
 SBhoughes,. Plal. 119, 113. This will heighten thy reſolutions te 
greater watchfulneſs againſt them for the time to come, and 
*$o uſe thine utmoſt endeavour to drive them awayzſo that though 
outBhey may riſe in thy heart, yet they may not lodge there. And 
akeKnow this for thy comfort, that thoſe vain and wicked thoughts 
oMEhich thou doſt from thirie heart hate and deteſt, ſhall not be laid 
the}, thy charge at the great day of account. 
55] 4, Labour to ſpiritualize every outward occurrence by raiſing » Heas 
ne Ben'y meditations from the ſame, There is not any creature thou 
aNFeholdeſt, or any thing that befa}ls thee, but thou maiſt make 
myome ſpiritual uſe, and improvement thereof. As the Bee ſucks 
the loney out of every flower, ſo maiſt thou extract ſpiritual ana 
00 oly thoughts from every thing thou ſeeſt, and heholdeſt ; yea 
© *From all occurrences and emergencies; which will be a ſpecial 
neans to prevent the Devil and Luit, and to keep out thoſe va- 
Mitics and wickedneſies which otherwiſe would fill thine head 
ref Bind heart withall, : 
u-F' v11t. Another ſingular duty incumbent upon the Regenerate 
OUS: To labour inthe uſe of all good means, for the Mortification of the 
63 bale b:dy of fin, with aft its aff-fions and luſts, eſpeciolly thoſe we 
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feel moft prelominant in ws, True mortification extendeth it ſelf 
to the' whole of fin, body and members, root and branch; e. 
ven every ſinful luſt,” Indeed this is not done to the uttermoſ 
while here we live,” I mean, (in is not here ſo mortified and d 
Aroyed, that it hath no reſidence, nor a&ivity in our hearts': yt 
may it be ſo weakened and ſubdued, as to loſe its vigor, powe! 
and flrength, "and languiſh away more and more. , Thou} 
corruption keep poſſeſſion in ws, after we are Regenerate, yet 
hath it not domrnion over ws 3 though we may be fins Captives, yet 
ſhall we not be ſins /ubjes, to yield a voluntary ſubjection df 
our felves unto the.commands of ſin. 

. How may we know when corruption 1s mortified in ns ? 

A. When it is not only reſtrained, arid kept from ſuch ordi- 
nary breakings out into aual lins; but the luſts and motions 
that iſſue from it, are a grief tous yea we hate and deteſt them, 
and groan under the burden of them; we watch againſt them, 
fight againſt them, earneſtly deſiring to be delivered from them, 
crying out with the Apoſtle, 0 wretched man that I am, Who ſbal 
deliver me from this body of fin and corruption  \ . 

For the more profitable preſſing this fo neceſſary and difficult 
a duty, I ſhall (ſhew you, : 5. IT. 

1. Some Means whereby it may be effected. 

2. The Manner how it ought. to be performed. | 

I. The Means whereby the work of Mortification may be et- 
fe&ed by us, are theſe, | 

I. When thou feeleſt corruption working in thee, and ſtirring 
thee upto evil, then call to mind, and lay to heart the enſueing 
conſiderations. 619: 

t- Conſider the ſhortneſs of the pleaſure of fin, with the length of 
the puniſhment following thereupon, without true and unfeigned repru- 
tance: The one for a moment. the other everlaſting, The plea- 
fure is but ſhort, but the puniſhment is for ever and ever.They art 
tormented day and night for ever and ever, Rev. 20.10, Oh what 
a folly muſt it then needs be, yea and madneſs beyond admira- 
tion, for the ſhort Fruj'ton of theſe periihing pleaſures, and 
tranſient con'entm=nts here, to implunge our ſelves into ever- fr 
laſting burnines ! r 

2. Conſider thy extreme folly in gratifying thy fenful lufts 3 there» | 

by thou haſt choſen and preferred thy fcihly pleafure,, thy car- 
nal content, before the glory of God, the everlaſting joyes of " 
Heaven, and the preciops blood of Teſts Chriſt. Oh monſtrous] . 


. | 0 
madneſs, and unconceivable folly ! at which the Angels bluſh, A 
and Heaven and Fartk cannot but fand amazed. | V 


| WH. Another means on our.part to be performed for the mor- 
- ifyirg our ſinful Lults 1s, carefully to eſch.4y all oreafiens of Jl 
TO 8, 8-0 , | ans 
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t ſotoff and temprations thereunto, He who will dally with occaſion; of 
ſin, i51n danger of falling, He who will vertture upon tempta- 
tions unto wickedneſs, is not far from commiſſion of it. Ob- 
| de ff ſerve thetefore what occaſions and. opportunities, what means 
| y and company, have at any time given advantage to thy Luſt, to 
if exert and put forth it felf; and flie from them as from Hell, This 
is a point of true ſpiritual wiſdom, to ſee fin afar off in the oc- 
tf caſiogs of it ; and by eſchewing the one, to prevent the other. 
Il. Obſerve the firit working of corruption in thine heart, and 
n af carefully ſuppreſs the ſame, noz ſuffering it to get the leaſh ground, 
Do not (ay, thus far it ſhall go and no farther, Give ſin an 
+ finch, and it will ſoon take an ell, as the proverb is. Luſtful 
rd;. ff thoughts have oft-times ended in outward uncleanneſs,& actual 
Adultery. Matth. 15.19. From the h:art, faith our Saviour, pro- 
wed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, &c. Noting evil thoughts 
to be the cauſe of the uncleannels in the life. 
So ſoon therefore as any luſtful or exorbitant thoughts begin 
bak to ariſe in thy heart, ſpeedily reje& the ſame. 
IV, Stir up in thy ſelf an earniſt deſire to have thy Tufts mortified 
uit 9nd ſub4ued; when once thou deſireſt in earneſt the deſtruction 
N of thine iniquities, there's hope they will not be long liv'd. 
For God hath promiſed to ſatisfie the deſire of thoſe that fear 
him, he will hear their groanings and deliver them. 
fl Y- Complain unto Gid of the prevalency of thy lufts, and by prayer 
' beg ffrength from him againf# the pexwer of them, From God it is 
that ſirength muſt be had, itis his power alone that can ſupport 
us againſt the power of fin, And Prayer is the means of ob- 
taining it, 
of VI. AG faith in Chrif for the mortifying thy finful luſts, and 
corruptions, To this end, 


ry I. Be ſenſible that thow art in thy ſelf weak, and unable to grapple 
ww 21th thy Luſts, Thou muſt deſpair of thine own ſtrength, ere 
at | {hou wilt take hold on the ſtrength of the Lord. 

_ 2. Believe that Chriſt ts able ts ſuccour and belp thee. In himdoth 


4 "7 fulneſs dwell, As he hath a frlneſs of grace in his heart, (0 
frlneſs of porver in his hand, whereby he is able to kill all thine 
enemies, Sinis mighty, but Chriſt is mightier. The Devilis 
ſtrong, but Chriſt is ſtronger than he. __ 
- 3+ Believe that Chriff ts, as able, ſo willing to ſubdue thine iniqui- 
|| 75. Heis thy great Hjgh-Prieſt, and thy Lord and King 3 and 
hereupon nat only by his mercifulneſs, and kindneſs, but by his 
office and intereſt he ſtands engaged to pity and relieve thee : he 
. will not be unfaithful to his truſt, nor deaf to his own bowels, 
Which plead with him to ſave and help thee. 


| 4« by faith caft thy ſelf upon Feſw Chriſt, reſt #jon bis prone 
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| 2 - hardly be kepr under. 
ny bodies ? Wao having fire caſt into' his boſoime of houſe, will not 
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and goodneſs, for his help and ffrength, 'Tis here in regatd offer a 
Chriſts power, as in regard of his promiſes, As our reſting andhe 
relying upon his promiſes in a time of danger and diſtreſs, makesott 
them our own; So our reſting and relying upon Chriſts powetſſear 
for help and ſupport, doth make it our own. ur: 
5. By faith 2yait upon Chriſt in expect ation of relief, and ſuccour a | y 
gainſt the working ard ſtirring of thy corrupticn;, Though relief comehea; 
in but ſlowly from him, yet wait for it, becauſe it will moſtfþþj11 
ſurely come in the moſt (eaſonable time, Hereby wilt thou en-frin 
gage Chrilt to appear for thy help, | er 
When Chriſt cured many of their bodily difeaſes and diſtem-foy 
pers while he lived upon the Earth, we find'their cure is ſtill a-fphi 
ſcribed to their faith. Now what was their faith ? They be-fl;zs 
lieved that Chriſt was both able and willing to cure them, andþ;, 
thereupon with confidencs went unto him for cure,and fo drewf] , 
virtue from him accordingly. This you may ſee in the poorſhy 
Woman that had an iſſue of blood twelye years, who came be-ſhec; 
hind Chriſt and faid, 1f I may but touch the hem of bis garment, Iffte 
hall be whole. To whom Chriſt replyed, Daughter be of good com-fyil1 
fort, thy faith hath made thee whole. This 1s written as all othethi 
Scripture is, for our learning, to teach and inſtruc us, what 
courle to take for the curing of our ſpiritual maladies and diſea- ras 
ſes. | SE LET gp ri 
Haſt thou any foul iſue of Worldlineſs-a1d Covetouſneſs offiþn; 
pride, or frowardneſs, of paſſion or envy, or the like runningſhis 
upon thee? And wouldſt thou be cured of them ? Do as thathHhe; 
pore woman did : go unto Chriſt, ſet thy faith at work on him; fn, 
li 


» 


eve his power and willingneſs, fet thy faith touch but the 3 
hem of his garment, lay hold on him, caſt thy (elf. on his blood lc 
and bowels, wait at his door, reſolving not to return without affely 
gracious anfwer, and then (ee if this be not his anſwer, Son be 
of good comfort, thy fins gre forgiven, be thou cleanſed of all thy cor-n 
fuptions, thy faith hath made thee whole, "Try PRO | eſt 
Having ſhewed the Means whereby the work of Mortification ſha; 
may be effefted, I come now to ſhew the Manner how it ought 
to be performed. | 
I. Our Mortification muff be ſpeedy. Begin to day, let the ax 
be preſently laid to the root of theſe treesz and whenever you 
feel the Devil at work, blowing up the coals of Luſt, be inſtantly 
inarms, give not time to fin to get head upon thee, reſiſt it if Þ.z 
its firſt motions and riſings, Delayes herein are very dangerous, 
That Luſt which at firſt may eaſily be overcome, afterwards will 


Why ſhould we not be as wiſe for our (euls as we are for out 
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ſently caſt it out, and quench it ? Woe to thoſe fools who 
alone theſe hellith fires, and trifle ſo long, till it hath gotten. / 
e maſtery, You whoſe Luſls are through your own negle&s 
»otten up into a flame, fear leſt it be too late to quench them : 
ar leſt theſe fires having been negle&ed fo long, ſhould now 
burn to the bottom of Hell, - | 
Vain, wicked, wanton thoughts are evil ſeeds (own in our 
jearts by. our adverſary the Devil, which if they be let alone, 
ill inſenſibly grow " firſt into ablade, then to an ear, and (o 
*Scing forth a d\{mal harveſt of wickedneſs and wrath. And | 
terefore our wiſeſt courſe muſt needs be, ſo foon as they are 
m-Jſown, ſpeedily to weed, and pulf them up by the roots. To 
| +Srhich agreeth that of an antient, We maſt not ſuffer thoſe fleſbly 
De- Gices to grow and increaſe, but rather d:firoy them in their firſt begin- 
Ng5e | 

: Our Mortification muſt be willing and voluntary, not forced and 
mſrained. The Marriner ina ſtorm, caſteth away his goods, 
ecauſe he dares keep them no longer 3 yet ſtill his heart goeth 
ſter them. And this is all the mortification of the moſt, "they 
ill caſt off their tranſgreſſions becauſe they dare do no other, 
hen only are we ſincere in this work, when our hearts arg 
I) in all that oppoſition we make againſt our ſins z when we 
ray againſt them heartily 3 when we watch and wreſtle,. and 
rive, and reſiſt them with all our hearts : when our very ſouls 
ng to ſee the blood of our luſts; and if it were poſſible we 
night with ſafety, yet our hatred againſt them would not ſuffer 
em to live. "They arelike todo ſomething to purpoſe againſt 
fn, whoſe hearts do give the firſt charge upon them, 

3- Our Mortification muſt be wniverſal, extending it (elf to 
lour finful Luſts, with a fincere purpoſe not to bear with our 
t 2Felves in any known ſin, For moſt certain it is, that true Morti- 
1 befcation, and an adviſed remaining in the praQice of any known 
-or- fin cannot poſſibly ſand together. Therefore the Prophet David,to 
 {ſtifie the truth of his Mortification,faith,Pſal. 119.101, I have re- 
ON Frained my feet,not from-one or two, but from every evil wway: he did 
zhtYot willingly bear with himſelf in the pra&ice of any one ſin ; 

ell knowing every lin to be a tranſgreſlion of the Law. | Theſe 
3X Iwo words, *Avouia,8& « papria'Sin and tranſgreſſion are convet- 
ou flible. Whoſoever committeth fin, {aith the beloved Diſciple Fobhn, 
Joh. 3. 4. tranſgreſſeth the Law, for fin s the tranſgre//ion of the 
aw;yen.every fin,& lo makes us lyable to the wrath of God,to all 
dements and plagues here, and to eternal damnation hereafter, 
z0d will not ſpare that ſoul, that will have any one of his ſins 
pared to him, He that would have one fin ſpared, would have 
ther and another if itſeryed his turn, He that vong not 
.0 ave 
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"have all of Chriſt, would intruth, have none of him. And he 
- 'that would not be rid of all fin, hath/no ſincere mind to be rid « 


any. ; 
| Chriſt will have all or nothing ; —_— duty muſt be done, or 
as good you did none; every fin muſt be left, or as good you 
kept them all. Canſ} thou let all fin go but this one ? even 
this muſt go too, or thy life muſt gofor it, O friend, ſet thy 
ſelf againit every (in, great and ſmall, open and ſecret, carnal 
_ and ſpiritual. Set thy elf againſt them heartily , be wil- 
| ling to proſper and overcome : and ſet upon them ſpeedily, 
let no iniquity live a day longer, nor fleep a night more in quiet 
with thee, ( only remembring to go forth againſt them in the 
ſtcength of the Lord ) and then we ſhall quickly find thee to be 
one of Chriſts mortified ones, who as thou art dead with Chriſt, 
ſhall certainly live with Chriſt, and reign with Chriſt to al 


Eternity. 
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